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Summary

A Study of Kim Soo-young’s Poems

— With special reference to the changing aspects of his notion in

poetry according to his experiences —

Kim Hwa - saeng

Kim Soo-young is one of the poets that can represent poetry in disordered
period, continued social, political events such as 6-25, 4-19, 5-16, since the 1945
Liberation. Being unfortunated in every aspect of art and life, he resisted the
tragic circumstance of that times with his whole body and wrote poems in an
effort to identify a poet and one’s life. He chose his poems’ subject matter in all
aspects of life and introduced prosaic property into his poems. In consequence, 173
pieces of his poems, left through his creative activity for 23 years from “The Song
of a Royal Tomb” (1945) to “The Grass” (1968) showed the new domain of modern
korean poetry.

He coped with that times by means of the sharp real-sense and the social notion.
At that time, Kim Soo-young’s consistent idea that he showed was the restoration
of humanity. It seemed support this true that he adopted poetic theme from the
ultimate goal of mankind, i.e., freedom and love.

The typical poets like Kim Ki-rim, Chong Chi-yong, Yi Sang in the 1930s
unfolded korean modernism. Modernism was succeeded by “The New City and
Chorus of Citizen” at Anthology in 1949 and The latter half Dong In Society up to
the 1950s. Based on confused conditions since Liberation, Soo-young’s earlier
poems excessively represented modernistic leap and abstruseness. He had
attacked modernistic false and deception in an essay on poetry, but had never
overcome obstacle in his works —this is regarded as his poetic limitation.

Kim Soo-young’s poems of the 1950s was formed the main tide out of the grief



and the sadness that represented the scar of war by 6-25 experience. His pain and
anxiety which were suffered from life in the volunteer army and the war prisoners’
camp had to operate his poems’ constant regression agency.

Right after 4-19, a set of poems showed their new spirit to pursue the poetic
freedom and his notion of the poetry was expanded. As soon as he became known
the truth that the real spirit of 4-19 were gradually spoilt, however, his poems
began to voice the solitary and despair—it was deepened by the appearance of The
Enemy’. Meanwhile, during the controversy of pure versus participant, his
arguement about participant poetry was expressed through his individual realm
which contained thought and art property.

From the middle of the 1960s to his death, Soo-young’s poems were founded on
the love and the notion of the common citizen. His notion of the common citizen
was presented honest self-examination and reflection about it. The love of his
central theme in the latter poems showed the direction of the life and the potential
absurdity of that society and its objects were covered from individual world to the
world of the whole mankind. His poems included the difference between culture
and ideology ; this ended up the change of his poem’s notion by building love’s
world, where the enemy could become our brothers.

Like this, Kim Soo-young's creative activity was the fight for the constant
experiment, change, and social justice. As having the ability that could create the
constantly new world of the poems, he was able to show the profound ground of
his poems during the end of his life. His variable poetic notion which he presented
with his whole body had an opportunity to help the new recognition about poetry

and confirmed the clear-cut stream in korean poetry.
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