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<ABSTRACT>

A Critical Analysis of Radical Ecophilosophy

- Focusing on Deep Ecology, Social Ecology, and Ecofeminism -

Hee-Jong Jin

These days we are faced with serious ecological dangers, such as
global warming, constant reduction of species, and soil and
underground water pollution. These ecological dangers demand
human beings to have comprehensive and essential reflections on
nature and the process of developments in our civilizations.

In the late 20th century appeared radical ecophilosophies in an
effort to deal with these problems. Among them are deep ecology,
social ecology, and ecofeminism.

The goal of this thesis is to conduct research on the structure and
the basic theory of these three philosophies, which present
philosophical diagnosis of and solutions to ecological dangers.

These radical ecophilosophies criticize the human centered world
view to justisfy human’s domination of nature and place emphasis
on co-existence of and harmony between humans and nature.
According to these philosophies the ecological dangers we are faced
with are considered the products of existing ruling ideology and
social system. So these philosophies maintain that to overcome
today’s ecological dangers our view of world should be changed and
social systems deconstructed. However these radical ideas have no

choice but to have trouble presenting methods to put them in
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concrete practice.

Deep ecology makes an attempt to overcome superficial ecological
movement of reformative environmentalism and search for wider
range and more radical and long term plan for ecological movement.
Deep ecology is a thought that criticizes the dichotomy between
human being and nature, gives up human-centered view, gets over
human’s domination of nature and advocates life-centered self-
realization and biocentric equality.

On the other hand, deep ecology is criticized for not being so
serious about the social structure causing ecological dangers and
depressing structure existing in human societies. For this reason
deep ecology fails to be practical alternative to deal with present
ecological dangers, even though it may play an important role in
blaming human arrogance that he can govern the nature.

Social Ecology thinks that current ecological dangers have been caused by
hierarchical system in human societies that human beings rule and oppress
others. In this respect Social Ecology argues that all the social hierarchism
should be disintegrated in order to overcome present ecological dangers. In its
view Social Ecology can be seen as radical.

A scientist, Murray Bookchin representing Social Ecology, presents
a model of ecological society as an alternative of social hierarchism,
which means a liberated society in which the primary nature and
the secondary one go into a new and harmonious nature.

Unlike Deep Ecology, Social Ecology place emphasis on the role of
human reason. It presents a view that human reason can help
restore devastated ecosystem. However, it is criticized for being too
much ideal and overestimating human abilities, for it fails to
provide details about the process of constructing ecological society.

Ecofeminism insists that male’s dominance over female and
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human’s dominance over nature go together. Sexual discrimination
is the origin of not only all caste systems and human exploitation,
but also natural exploitation.

Ecofeminists emphasize that ecologism needs to go together with
female’s ethics, caring and raising, coming from their experience.
However some of ecofeminists show only a simple dichotomy between
male and female, which is too hostile to male and female-centered.
For this reason it is not easy for ecofeminism to present a practical
alternative to figure out the matter of ecological dangers and
oppression over female.

In conclusion, those three radical ecophilosophies raise a direct
question about facilities of civilization and culture and have an identical
view that the main ecological dangers are caused by human-centered
world view. Nevertheless they have distinct differences when it comes to
specific matter over diagnosis and solution to ecological crisis. This
results from the fact that these radical philosophies diagnose ecological
crisis in haste and give too simple alternatives and choose too negative
stance. These extreme view is a major reason that radical
ecophilosophies fail to present a concrete and practical strategy to build
a new ecological society. Nonetheless radical ecophilosophies give us a
chance to reflect on reformative environmentalism movement and there
are also implications that human beings should be in pursuit of

harmonious and ecological lives between humans and nature.
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