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<ABSTRACT >

Studies on the Explanation of the Entry words in Korean Dictionary

Kang, Yong-son

Korcan Language Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Ch'oe, Kvu-Ii

[ compare and analyze the explanation of the entry words in a Korean
Dictionary used widely at present, then examine the explanation method which
is unsystematic, inaccurate and difficult. In this study I suggest the explanation
method with svstem, accuracy, conciseness and easiness and it goes with
Semantics.

[ study the explanation of the entry words in a Korean Dictionarv because of
the following reason : the explanation of the entrv words is the first information
in a dictionary and also one of two spheres with the arrangement of the entry
words.

For this reason, in chapter II, I first examine the problems in the explanation
of the entry words the Korean Dictionary has currently : the problems 1n
circulation, difficulty of words in the explanation, arrangement order in the
explanation items, the entry words selection and the incorrect explanation, and
the unsuitable illustrative quotation. For the improvement of these problems and
the correct explanation, I suggest the principle of system. accuracy. conciseness,
casiness as the basic rules. Then, in chapter I, I strive to find the correct
explanation methods based on four principles mentioned previously, which are to
improve the problems of established Korean Dictionaries.

[ classify words into four groups — synonym, antonvm, polvsemous word,



and homonym — according to the connection with meanings.

In svnonym, I decide the basic word which is the core of the synonym group
and establish the basic meaning of it, then explain the word systematicallv to
see clearly the connection with the others, comparing the meanings of words in
synonym group with each other. To show this method specifically I give the
following cxamples © [no : rat’al(=%th, [hjup)($), [it’agum]ielu), [piswtadal
(v)g=3kch), [kots"idal(az =) o).

Antonym is formed by markedness in the meaning and the form of words.
Therefore 1 try to make the difference of the meaning between antonymous
words be revealed in systematic and exact way through following examples
[sada]+}chy/[praldal(#eh), [an)sh/[paklch), [kadal(7Foh/[odal( S th).

Polysemous word and homonym are different depending on the point of view,
therefore I try to show the validity of the explanation of the meaning by means
of maximizing the polvsemous word through following examples : [t"ada](g}ch).
[ts'adal(ztch), [tsMidal( =) ch.

The meaning is arranged in order by two cases and they are alternative. It is
arranged from a basic meaning to an enlarged one with high frequency when a
bunch of words is collected, but it is arranged from the meaning recognized as
a basic one to an enlarged one when a bunch of 'words is not collected.

The aims of this study is to classify the entry words by svnonym, antonvm,
polysemous word, and homonym according to the connection with meanings,
explaining the entry words according to Semantics, so that we can understand

the meaning of the word easily, concisely and accurately.

# A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju National

University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education in 1998,
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