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[ABSTRACT]

The Semantic Structure of the reasons
behind the abolition of 'Ghost Docu' Programs in Korea

: Mainly with ‘ Into the Story by MBC ’, ‘Saturday Mystery Theatre by 'SBS

Young—Gyu Ko

Dept. of Journalism & Public Relations

CHEJU NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

In this study, I tried to find what outside control factors were involved and
what influences and the roles they played were present when some popular
programs with high ratings were abolished, in the past.

'Ghost Docu’ programs started being made in 1997 and were considered a
new documentary genre. ‘Into the Story’ by MBC and 'Saturday Mystery
Theatre’ of SBS were especially well received by the viewers.

Such new 'Ghost Docu'programs, however, were locally controlled and
finally disappeared in early February, 1999. They have never come back.

The reason for their disappearance was not just a matter of TV
programming, a kind of social uniqueness largely embedded in our culture.

I collected internal and external controlling factors that could bring some
TV programs to an end and then found each semantic feature about the
correlation and role in the process of abolishment. Finally T used the Greimas’
models actantiels to find the correlation among the controlling factors.

There are four theoretical basis for this study; the first <Christianis: and
ghosts> part deals with the origin of ghosts in the history of Christianity
and their formation of the Bible. It is necessary to know why the Church had

a strong resistance against those ghost programs. It was Christian groups

@ jeju



that took the lead in bringing the programs to the end. The abolishment was
largely considered unreasonable and many people think that affected the
sentiment of the public. When we take a closer look at the history of the
Church, however, there has been a deeply-rooted reason, the '"Theory of
Devil.” In fact, in the history of the West, the phrases that justified all the
brutal actions when the Church conquered pagans always had something to
do with devils and the beginning of every 'Theory of Devil’ was no other
than the Old Testament.

In the second part, <Western Devils and Eastern Ghosts>, because of the
"Theory of Devil’ found in the Bible, the eastern ghosts are considered the
same with the western devils. The cultural differences between them are
shown in this part.

In the third, < The Abolition of TV programs and the Controlling
Factors>>, various internal and external factors made 'Ghost Docu’ disappear.
I tried to analyse the internal and external factors that have been revealed to
this point through previous studies.

The main method T have used for this study was <Greimas’ Semiotic>.
Greimas’ quadrangle and modele actantiel helped me reach the conclusion of
this study. There were two study topics; first, the structural semantic relation
between external controlling factors and the 'Ghost Docu’ was evaluated with
the method of Greimas’ quadrangle and to study the second topic the modele
actantiel was applied based on the study result of the topic 1.

According to the result, there was a uniqueness in the relation between the
external controlling factors and the 'Ghost Docu.” When a broadcasting
company, an internal factor, meets a political controlling factor, its favorable
aspect turns dramatically unfavorable. It appeared that the programs were put
to an end by the companies’ own factors but actually they were under
continuous pressure and influence from external factors.

Finally, when I look at the relation between the controlling factors as a
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whole and 'Ghost Docu’ as a result of the modele actantiel study, the main
player to make the programs disappear was the 'Christian Ethics Initiative’, a
religious group. Behind all these was the Christian culture. It had come to
Korea when we had accepted Western culture and has since been deeply

rooted as a social and cultural paradigm in this country.
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