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<ABSTRACT>

Design and Application of Local Studies Based on Constructivism

-A Case Study of the Chapter “Jejudo Where Tourist Industry Developed”
of Middle School 'Social Studies I ; -

Lim, Hyeong-Shin

Major in Geography Education
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor, Son Myong Cheol, Ph. D.

The purpose of this study is to seek an mmprovement plan of teaching-learning
method in geography education. In order to examine how to compose/construct local
studies and what the effective teaching-learning method is. local studies class model is
designed based on constructivism and carried out in actual class of the chapter 4,
"Jejudo Where Tourist Industry Developed” of the middle school social studies
textbook. Considered is the constructivism learning theory and the constructivism
teaching—learning principle.

For this study, 107 students in the first grade of H middle school were chosen and
experiment classes were carried out for about 40 days from April to the early May in
2003. After the experiment classes, the changes reflected on students were measured
using questionnaire and results were analyzed. The results are as follows.

First, the teaching-learning based on constructivism is providing theoretical
background and principle to local studies in the side of the self-directed learning, the
cooperative learning, the assignment of practical character to have done on a concrete

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of Graduate School of Education, Cheju National
University in partial fulfillment of requirements for the degree of Master of Education in
August, 2003.
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situation, the role of teacher as a guide and the practical evaluation.

Second, the local studies model designed based on the constructivism was evaluated
as a meaningful model that can practice the self-directed learning, the experience
learning, and the cooperative learning in local studies.

Third, the locality—based research work activity in local studies of social studies was
a very suitable teaching-learning method in terms of how the learners could experience
directly and observe and understand their community.

Fourth, especially, the field work was the activity to raise students’s interests in
social studies and their community/region. Students could see, feel, and experience
directly through the field work based on the intuitional principle. And they could
attain pride about their region/community and regionalism.

Fifth, the small group cooperative learning was the most effective and interesting
locality—-based research work. Students felt confidence and human relationship in the
process of solving the hard assignments with classmates.

Sixth, various evaluations based on constructivism such as the self-evaluation,
peer—evaluation, the evaluation about other groups, the teacher’s evaluation raised
reliability about evaluation and justice, and became the bases to check student
participation about small group research work activity. Students could participate in
the evaluation and it was able to inspire ownership about learning, too.

From the study results above, the local studies based on learner-centered
constructivism is the teaching-learning method to enhance the geographical eye and
geographical thought for students and raise their ability to check a region generally
and interest about social studies. Accordingly the case study practices must be

performed consistently.

Key Word: constructivism, local studies, self-directed learning, small group cooperative

learning, field work, peer—evaluation.
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