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ABSTRACT

The Effects of Transactional Strategies Instruction
on Improving Reading Comprehension
of Reading Disabled Children

Kang, Kyung Sook

Major in Elementary Educational Methods
Graduate School of Education
Cheju National University
Jeju, KOREA

Supervised by Professor Song, Jae Hong

The purpose of this study is to closely examine which effects the
transactional strategies instruction has on improving reading comprehension of
reading disabled children in elementary school. To do this, the following

hypotheses were established.

Hypothesis 1. Children in the experimental group, who received the
transactional strategies instruction for reading achievement, will be
significantly higher in the score of reading achievement than children in the
comparative group who participated in traditional teaching & learning.

Hypothesis 2. Children in the experimental group, who received the
transactional strategies instruction for reading comprehension, will be

significantly higher in the reading-perception ability than children in the
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comparative group who participated in traditional teaching & learning.

This study was performed targeting 20 reading disabled children (11 boys,
9 girls) among 57 fourth graders of elementary school in Eul area of Jeju
city as Special Self-Governing Province. 10 persons were distributed each in
the experimental group and the comparative group. The pre-test was carried
out. And then, the homogeneity was verified in difference between groups.
The measurement tool is a test of reading achievement and of reading
perception. The reading achievement test was reconstructed on the basis of
the items by Korea Institute for Curriculum and Evaluation, and of the
reading comprehension data developed by Lee Gyeong-sun(1998). And, the
reading-perception test is what Kim Ok-gi(1988) translated IRA(Index of
Reading Awarness) in Paris and Jacobs(1984) in line with our real situation.
For children in the experimental group that homogeneity was verified, the
transactional strategies instruction in total 10th sequential time was carried
out for 4 weeks in the reading textbook of Korean-language studies. And,
children in the comparative group were allowed to perform the traditional
teaching & learning of utilizing teacher's guidebook, with the same contents.
After being finished a series of learning activity, the post-test was carried
out.

In order to closely examine the effects of transactional strategies
instruction, the test of reading comprehension and of reading—perception
ability was carried out before and after transactional strategies instruction,
thus the significant difference between both groups were verified. The
statistical processing aiming to verify hypothesis was carried out t-test by

independent samples.

The following are the research results that were carried out with the

above method and procedure.
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First, children in the experimental group, who participated in the
transactional  strategies instruction for reading achievement, were
significantly higher in the score of reading achievement than children in the
comparative  group, who  participated in traditional teaching &
learning[t(18)=3.061, p<.01]. This research result suggests that the
transactional strategies learning for reading achievement had positive effect
on improvement in reading comprehension of the reading disabled children.
Second, the improvement level in the reading—perception ability of the
whole and lower-level of children with the transactional strategies
instruction for reading comprehension was indicated to be the improvement
level in the reading—perception ability of the whole and lower-level of
children with traditional teaching & learning, thus hypothesis 2 was also
accepted. Given examining the research results, the transactional strategies
instruction was indicated to be different depending on sub-factor in
reading —perception ability, but showed the wholly significant

difference[t(18)=2.283, p<.05].

Given synthesizing the above, this study suggests that the transactional
strategies instruction for reading comprehension is one of the efficient
teaching methods in order to improve the reading comprehension and
reading—perception ability in the reading disabled children. Thus, it is
regarded as one alternative plan that can proceed with reducing the
phenomenon in the poor reading, by presenting the enough practicing time
the necessary of acquiring strategy, the presented material proper for a

learner’s level, the necessity of using strategy, and the specific procedure.

Key Words: Transactional strategies instruction, Reading disabled children,

Reading comprehension, Reading perception ability
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