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ABSTRACT

A Study on Changes of the Environmental Contents
in Biology-related Units based on the Curriculum

Transition of the Elementary School Science

Song, Ji-Young

Major in Elementary Science Education
Graduate School of Education

Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Hong, Seung—Ho

The present study aims at examining the transition process from
syllabus to the current curriculum in units related to environment and living
organisms in elementary school science. Main contents of analysis are
focused on the contents transition process and changes in scientific inquiry
of environment and biology-related units.

As a result of making an analysis of environment and living
organisms-related contents based on textbooks from syllabus to the current
curriculum, conceptual education for environment and organisms was
conducted systematically from the 3rd Curriculum, which shares the global
trends and period in the late 1960s when the need of environmental
education began to be stressed. From that periods, ‘environmental pollution’

start to be mentioned for the first time, and only part of air and water
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pollutions were treated and gradually, education of ground pollution, waste,
and noise have been added since the 4th Curriculum. These phenomena
indicate that it is handled being segmented continuously due to
environmental pollution which becomes serious day by day.

Looking at the transition process of inquiry courses regarding units related
to settings and living organisms, it is found that first, in all the curriculums,
the inquiry process of communication and observations constitute a higher
percentage. And while in the textbooks of the 1st and 2nd Curriculums,
there are 2~3 inquiry processes and the width is narrow, 1t is found that
diverse inquiry processes appear from the 3rd Curriculum. It indicates that
the textbooks of the 3rd Curriculum have very different ways of describing
sentences compared to the previous ones, and induce children to do inquiry
activities with concrete sentences.

Accordingly, the present study has provided basic data to set up direction
of environmental education connected with biology in the elementary school
in the future along with new recognition of environment which gets more

and more serious.

Key words: Environment and living organisms, changes in the curriculum,

elementary school science, contents elements, scientific inquiry
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