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ABSTRACT

The book does research on why some students are high
achievers while others fail in the school setting, presents a
conceptual theory for effective educational practice, introduces the
practical methods, and deals with integrated plans for improving
academic performances coupled with strategies for improving
student motivation -  techniques for structuring learning

experiences -+ ways for using external resources.

In the educational theory a conceptual model is provided, the
model focuses on six variables which educators can have an
influence on, and interactive effects among the factors on
academic performance is studied. In regard to the six factors
affecting academic performance the three variables that is, ability,
effort, and external resources(thuman resources and material
resources) each influences academic activities directly. Ability and
effort are, in turn, influenced by other factors. Ability is the
product of the interaction between inherited capacity to learn and
educational experiences. Inherited capacity to learn is beyond the
influence of schooling. Meanwhile effort, in turn, is influenced by
desire and self-concept of ability. Among the two variables
desire to achieve academic task is influenced by students’
attitudes toward teachers, perceptions of teachers’ wvalues and
expectations of academic performance, and perceptions of the
future utility of academic performance. In particular thess four
variables are presented as targets for strategies to motivate
students to achieve in school in the following integrated plan

later as they are affected by schooling experiences.



Regarding structuring learning experiences, inherited potential to
benefit from experience and learning experience are necessary in
order for academic accomplishments to occur. The inherited
capacity to learn is beyond the influence of education and so the
thesis identifies logical structures for the experiences(structuring
of instructions) to be provided to students. Students should
master basic information before applying cognitive processing
strategies using the basic information. Logical structures include
those in which foundational skills and concepts are taught first.
Appropriate structures for learning exXperiences begin with
diagnosis of the deficiencies that exist in the current abilities of
students and then proceed with prescriptive instruction based on
these deficiencies. In relation to using human resources and
material resources(external resources) there is little doubt
external resources enhance learning. The potential benefits of
using external resources were understood and the firm basis for
the selection and effective use of resources was translated. If
external resources are expected to be utilized effectively the
content of textbooks and other material resources must be
congruent with test content. With the strategies to motivate
students the motivations of students to achieve in school is
affected by socialization experiences. Therefore the ways to
motivate students are found through human relations, interactions,
and leadership direction and the techniques to improve
motivations are explored by means of developing positive
self-concepts of ability. Since instructional leadership has an
influence on the desire of students to achieve in school, positive
teacher—-student relations are maintained and students believe
their teachers have moderately high expectations of them. When
students believe what is taught in school will be useful to them

outside of the school setting they will be motivated to learn what



their teachers teach. As a result for the purpose of academic
improvement a plan integrating systematically the six variables

mentioned earlier can be established.

On the process of the set-up of an integrated plan for academic
achievement the book tries to understand the proceeding of
integrating the six variables(activities for structuring learning
experiences, using external resources, developing positive
attitudes toward teachers, teacher expectations, self-concept of

ability, future utility) into one comprehensive plan.
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