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<ABSTRACT>

A Study of the Relationship between Teachers’ Perception of their Social

and Economic Status and the Performance of their Jobs
Oh, Sung-chul

Educational Administration Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Cheju, Korea
Supervised by Professor Lec, Owan—-chung

The purpose of this study is to explain the relationship between teachers’
perception of their social and economic status and the performance of their
jobs. The following questions were asked to achieve this purpose:

(1) How do teachers perceive their social and economic status?

(2) To what extent have teachers fulfilled their roles?

(3) What is the relationship between teachers’ perception of their social and
economic status and the performance of their jobs?

To answer these questions, 403 teachers in elementary schools, middle and
high schools in Cheju province were given samples randomly, and the results
were analyzed. The data of thi; study was computerized by SAS, and the

results are as follows:

# A thesis submitted to the Committe of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education in August, 1997,
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First, in the perception of social status, the scores of the teachers with long
term were higher than those of the teachers with short period. This shows that
while the teachers in the past were respected to have a high position, the
teachers who became recently recognize their position as being low socially.

Second, the teachers in elementary schools perceived their economic status as
being low, and the teachers in middle and high schools perceived it as being
high. Nevertheless, the teachers in elementary schools achieved high scores in
the performance of their jobs. Even though the elementary school teachers
achieved high scores in the performance of their jobs, they were not given
enough economically.

Third, the low score groups in the perception of social status such as male
teachers, high school teachers and those with 5-10 year-careers got high scores
in the performance of their jobs. Most of the teachers performed their jobs
regardless of their perception of economic status.

Fourth, while the social status didn’t affect the performance of teachers’ job,
the economic status affected that much more. This shows that teachers’
economic status was taking more, importantly than their social status in the
performance of teachers’ job.

Fifth, female teachers had a significantly higher correlation between their
social and economic status and the performance of their jobs than male
teachers. Moreover, the teachers with more experience got a higher correlation
than others. So female teachers respanded more sensitively according to their
perception of both social and economic status in their performance. The
teachers with more experience, they are more affected by the perception of
social and economic status in the performance of their jobs. But the differences

by sex need to be researched more.
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This study was done to show the relationship between teachers’ perception of
their social and economic status and the performance of their jobs. The
following such as should be researched on the basis of this study:

@ Why the teachers’ social position gave no effect on their role-performance
but they are affeceted in their economic status more relatively.

2 Why the female teachers had higher scores than male teachers between

their social and economic status and the performance of their jobs.
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