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Summary

Spatial Change of Eup-Sung Settlement designated as

tourist site, Sungeup-ri, Cheju
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Sungeup-ri is the historical place as the seat of town office,
Chung-eu hyun for about five hundred years. And it has the Cheju-eup
castle, one of the important cultural inheritances of Cheju-do, the
traditional style of people’s houses, and other numerous cultural assets
and intangible folklore. In this regard, Sungeup-ri is an important place
for education and public information.

The aims of this research are as follows. First, we examine the
locational background--why the town office moved to the inland
Sungeup-ri from previous coastal area, and the spatial structure and

economic basis before the designation as a folk willage. Second, we
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present the tourism resources and their distribution. Third, we
investigate what changes have been made in spatial structure with
respect to tourism-related business establishments and their change
after designated as a folk village.

To the above matters, this research first reviews the bibliography
about Sungeup-ri. Second, the research analyzes collected maps and
records. Third, the research distinguishes the present spacial structure
of the village by surveying the village and the spatial structure and
interviewing the villagers.

Sungeup-ri is a farming as well as a tourism area including Sungeup
folk village as its background. With Chunmi-chun, the longest stream
in Cheju-do, Sungeup-ri is one of the regions which can get waters
easily, and has wide basin surrounded by low hills good for farming.
With the gentle slope and the largest parasitic cones in Cheju-do which
protect the village from the prevailing wind in winter, and with the
possible grazing in winter, the villagers had been engaged in stock
raising and farming before being designated as a folk village.

In the self-sufficient economy, the intermediate region between
seashore and mountains had a dual economy, and it was the most
productive region with farmland and pasture used for raising livestock
that could be used for farming. When three towns were organized in
Cheju-do, the town office of Chung-eu hyun was first established in
Kosung-ri, Sungsan-eup. But the town office was located too far east
on the whole, and so it was moved to Sungeup-ri. And topographic
elements also worked when Sungeup-ri was decided as the seat of
town office,

The peculiar spatial structure of the village is the concentration of



town office buildings and common houses around them. The high
density of the houses forms an agglomerated settlement. Sungeup-ri
forms a peculiar sightseeing place with an established village. Cheju-do
has several natural sight-seeing places, but has few cultural assets that
meet the tourists’ attraction. However, this village is abundant in folk
culture, intangible cultural assets, and cultural inheritance.

These days the chief economic foundation of the villagers is
commerce which deals with tourists and agriculture. Tourist shops are
mostly restaurants and local produce shops located along the main
street which runs through the center of the village from south to north
and outside the south gate of the castle wall. Tourist shops have been
increasing steadily and the distribution of the shops is mainly spreading
north and south and outside the castle wall. Tourist Horse-riding sites
have been increasing since the late 1980s. The tourist stores contribute
to the visitors’ needs and the increase of the villagers’ income, but the
scale of the facilities, the variety of the restaurant menu, and the
environment are lagging behind.

Present sight of Sungeup-ri is neither the complete revival of Chosun
Dynasty nor the modern facilities. And it is also insufficient to develop
and produce the principal products of the province that catch the
tourists’ fancy. By the Settlement Reformation’ Project, the features of
the houses in culture village are out of harmony with the traditional
housing, and so tourists feel strange. A more comprehensive plan is
required to solve the problem by developing new style of building
which is in harmony with the traditional style and producing variety of

principal products which meet the tourists’ attention.
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