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ABSTRACT

A Study of Tourism Education Effects for Tourism

Impact Recognition

Hee-Sun Koh

Department of Tourism Management
Graduate School of Business Administration
Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea

Tourism 1s a ’'people industry’ which can be changed by people’s
recognition to tourism impacts. Theoretically and empirically, education is
one of the useful tools to make people understand and recognize the
tourism phenomena including in tourism industry, tourism impact and
tourism environment.

This study observes the effects of tourism education and examines
the differences of recognition between tourism-educated students and
tourism - noneducated students in Jeju area. Based on previous studies

related to tourism education, tourism impacts and touriSm recognition,



survey instrument was developed which includes the importance of
tourism and tourism impacts on environment, economy, social and cultural
area.

The surveys were conducted in Jeju island from August 27 to
September 16, 2002. Method of analysis to be employed involves frequency
analysis, paired samples t-test and ANOVA under p<0.05. Duncan test
was followed to figure out the differences between groups specifically.

The results show that tourism education in high school was an
influencing factor to tourism recognition building in regional tourism. Six
hypotheses were tested empirically. Tourism—educated students shows
higher positive recognition to tourism importance(H1), tourism education
needs(H2) and tourism impacts(H3)  than . non-educated students.
Specifically the positive level of recognition for tourism importance(H4)
and tourism education needs(H5) in high school were higher according to
a high school year in tourism-educated groups. But the tourism impacts
in economy, environment, social and cultural area had no differences by a
high school year(H6).

In conclusion, tourism education in high school is very important and
influencing to develop the positive tourism recognition in regional tourism.
Regional tourism education system should be developed and improved
including in high school, college and university to build a strong and

positive tourism recognition in our society.
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