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Abstract

Review of Origination and Reality of Japanese Pirates

in later Goryeo Dynasty.

In later Goryeo Dynasty, Japanese Pirates caused a turning point to the
relation between Goryeo and Japan, and emerged as a problem to be settled
either to Goryeo or to Muromachi Shogunate. So, they actively negotiated
each other to solve it, which offered a chance to establish relation between
the two countries. So, the problem of Japanese Pirates is an essential issue in
reviewing relation between Goryeo Dynasty and Japan.

First, Let's review the cause of Japanese Pirates and countermeasures of
Goryeo Dynasty. Japanese scholars are inclined to seek cause of Japanese
Pirates within Goryeo Dynasty. However, they should take attention to the
situation of Kyushu that time as a fundamental cause, because origination
and development of Japanese Pirates coincide with the development of
situation of Kyushu that time. Another ground is the fact that Goryeo's
countermeasures were concentrated against Japan, for example, negotiating
with Muromachi Shogunate, and suppressing Tsushima and Ikishima, etc. So
we can undoubtedly conclude that Japanese Pirates were consisted of
Japanese people.

Nevertheless, Japan is in position to see that they are consisted of Goryeo
people. They suggest Fake Japanese Pirates and appeal by Yi Sunmong in
the reign of the King Sejong. However, it would be reasonable to interpret
the Fake Japanese Pirates as uprising by the lowborn, rather than disturbance

by Japanese Pirates. Another aspect is that the appeal of Yi Sunmong is



exaggerated and distorted in an intention to ask reenforcement of
identification tag system. Furthermore, as Japanese Pirates mentioned in
the appeal is the Fake Japanese Pirates, it is inadequate to use as a
material to inquire into the nature of Japanese Pirates.

Some of them insist that the Pirates were the people of Jeju—do Island.
Based on the TAnnals of the King Sejong; , they insisted that Jeju-do
Island had similar status to that of Thushima to Goryeo Dynasty. However, it
is defeated by the record of the "History of Groyeos. They also insist that
the people of Jeju—do Island is the Pirates based on the "Annals of the King
Seongjong . However, it 1s unreasonable, too, to explain the nature of
Japanese Pirates of later period of Goryeo Dynasty based on the record that
appeared some 1 century later.

It is obvious that the Pirates were the Japanese people. However, it is not
probable that all Japanese people were the Pirates. Korea, as well as Japan,
peg the people of Tsushima and Ikishima as the Japanese Pirates. They think
that they became the Japanese Pirates, out of poverty. However, some of
them could invade to Goryeo with full-scale armament and excellent
competence to fight.

We can learn about them through the change of attitude of Goryeo thward
them. Goryeo didn't distinguish Japanese people from Japanese Pirates until
early period of the King U-wang. However, they became conversant with
domestic situation of Japan after the middle period of the King U-wang when
they began negotiation with Muromachi Shogunate, and learned that the
Japanese Pirates were different entity from Muromachi Shogunate. Goryeo
learned that the Pirates were conducting the activity of raiding, occupying
Tsushima and Ikishima, opposing to Muromachi Shogunate. They were the
Southern Court of Japan opposing to Muromachi Shogunate, or lords of
Tsushima and Ikishima cooperating with the Southern Court of Japan.

The one which coincide with the condition of former statement was Sung
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Jonggyeong(So Tsunechige), the Naval officer of Tsushima. Tsushima was a
major base, as well as a leg, for Japanese Pirates. They didn’'t invaded
Goryeo after the 17th year of the reign of the King Gongmin-wang when the
relation with them was improved. It means that the King Gongmin-wang
could control them. Sung Jonggyeong participated in the war supporting the
Southern Court of Japan. However, they couldn’t obtain sufficient resources
due to poor productivity of Tsushima. So, they allowed to invade to Goryeo
to get short resources. They were the Japanese Pirates. So, Sung Jonggyeong
was the main subject of Japanese Pirates.

Japanese scholars insist that Japanese Pirates were consisted of Goryeo
people. However, there is little evidence that Goryeo people participated in the
Japanese Pirates. On the contrary, most materials show that Japanese Pirates
were consisted of Japanese people. So, It is reasonable to conclude that
Japanese Pirates were consisted of Japanese people. And, lords of Tsushima
and Tkishima were the real entity of the Pirates, and, their was Sung

Jonggyeong behind them.
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