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<Abstract>

A Study on High School Students’ Consciousness as Consumers

— On the basis of Cheju City —
Kang Won-hyo

Social Studies Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Park Yong-kyung

The purpose of this study is to give suggestions about how to establish
the desirable direction of consumer education by examining and analysing
high school students’ consciousness as consumers, To achieve this purpose
a research study has been done, along with literature study. The
questionnaire survey of 750 students who attend high schools in Cheju City
has been conducted from December 20th through 24th, 1999. The data has
been analysed by means of T-test and one-way ANOVA using SPSS 7.5.

The results are as follows:

First, the knowledge level of high school students as consumers Is
relatively high, and meaningful difference can be found according to sex,

school department, grade, father's academic background, and parents’ job.

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju

National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master

of Education in August, 2000.
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Second, the allowance control level of high school students is below the
average point and meaningful difference can be found according to sex. Their
purchasing ability level is above the average point and meaningful difference
can be found according to sex. Their information-using ability level is below
the average point and meaningful difference can be found according to grade.

Third, students’ consumption-oriented attitude level is almost the same as
the average point, which is not rather high, and the meaningful difference can
be found according to school department.

Fourth, there is no meaningful difference in the consumer attitude level
between groups divided by consumer knowledge level of high school students.

Fifth, meaningful difference in the allowance control level, the purchasing
ability level, and the information-using ability level can be found between
groups divided by the consumer knowledge level of high school students.

Finally, meaningful difference in the allowance control level and the
information-using ability level can be found, but not in the purchasing ability
level, between groups divided by the consumer attitude level of high school
students.

The following conclusions can be drawn from the study.

First, the consumer knowledge level and the consumer attitude level of
vocational high school students are below than those of academic high school
students. Therefore programs must be worked out to improve the consumer
knowledge level and the consumer attitude level of vocational ‘high school
students. As one way, it is required that the contents of the text be
reorganized or supplemented so that the vocational high school students may
understand them easily. If much time for consumer education is alloted in the
present curriculum, it is also required that a new subject be set up for only
consumer education as an optional subject.

Second, the allowance control level of high school students is generally low

and especially in lower grades. Many educational programs to improve the
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allowance control level should be applied to the students from low grade to
the higher one. The purchasing ability level is relatively high, but students
should be trained so that they can lead a rational consumption life in the
coming high-income society. And the information-using ability level of high
school students is low, so students should be lead to the various
information-media so as to foster their capacity of using them.

Third, the consumer attitude level is almost the same in every group,
which shows that the consumption-oriented attitude level is not so high. But
since the students from the large income family tend to show relatively high
consumption-oriented attitude level, so a suitable program should be worked
out to give effective guidance to such students.

Fourth, the study shows that there is no correlation between the consumer
knowledge level of high school students and their consumer attitude level.
Therefore it is required that the contents and ways of consumer education
should be so constructed that the improvement of the consumer knowledge
can have an affirmative effect on the change of the consumer attitude. To
give allied guidance about the consumer knowledge and the consumer
attitude, theory-based lessons should be shifted to lessons in which social
science research and value research are balanced.

Fifth, the study shows that the higher the consumer knowledge level is, the
higher the consumer ability level is. Therefore the education on the consumer
knowledge and the consumer ability should be so planned and given that they
correlate with each other.

Finally, the study shows that the consumer attitude level has an effect on
the consumer ability level (the allowance control level, the information—using
ability level). This fact suggests that the education on the consumer attitude

is very important. Therefore, to improve the consumer ability the field of the

education on the consumer attitude should be extended and carried out.
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