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{Abstract)

A Study on the Content System of Speech Subject in High School

Hong Jae—Ho
Korean Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Kim Tae-Gon

This thesis is a study on the learning contents of speech. The purpose of
this thesis is to suggest the content system and the domanial contents of
speech by examining required elements in order to improve the function of
using phonetic symbols effectively. Even if a phonetic symbol is the most
fundamental means of mutual communication, there has been little research on
it. Meanwhile, for the first time, speech is accepted as one of the compulsory
subjects of the Korean language in the sixth curriculum. Speech is going to be
taught as an intensive effective subject in the seventh curriculum beginning in
2002 on the basis of the outcome during that time.

However, there are a few problems about speech in the sixth and the
seventh curricutum. First, the theory and the practice of speech are separated
in the sixth curriculum. The content system of speech is divided into
theoretical learning and practical learning, which is desirable in that such
division prevents us from staying at the stage of acquiring its techniques in

studying speech. But on the basis of such separation, the content system is

* A thesis submutted to the committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju
National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of
Master of Education in August, 2000.
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divided into the ‘the essence of speech, ‘the principle of speech’, and ‘the
practice of speech’ and is arranged in regular succession, which brings about
the separation of theory and practice. That is, theory—centered learning is done
in the essence and the principle of speech, and practice-centered one is done
in the practice of speech.

Second, its learning contents are not formed organically. In other words,
there is little organic relation between the domanial contents dealt with in the
essence, the principle, and the practice of speech. For example, speech is
provided as a mutual communication in the essence of speech, but only
address, the special case of mutual communication, is dealt with in the
principle and the practice of speech. So ordinary communication is dealt with
as an example in the practice of speech.

Third, learning contents are too normative, which is conspicuous in the
contents of expression and transmission. Of course, the aim of education is to
suggest the most accurate principles. Considering that the purpose of speech is
to develop the active ability during ordinary conversation, these contents are
likely to make learners not only be restricted by norm but also not cope with
situation freely.

These problems seems to be solved to some extent in the seventh
curriculum which will be completed based on these outcomes. First of all,
there is a probability of combining theory with practice in speech, which is
exposed in organizing the content systems dually. The essence, the principle
and the practice of speech are established by stages and afterwards each stage
is divided into theory and practice,

In addition, it is noticeable that the learning aims of speech is amplified to
the development of social, cultural aspects which must be achieved by
improving the function of using symbols. Emphasizing that speech is not a



simple function of conveying thoughts but a social activity done by the mutual
cooperation of speakers and listeners in the process of explaining the status
and the concept of speech is such an example. Establishing the social and
cultural background of speech as a separate chapter is a good example, too.

However, a few problems are left unsolved in the seventh curriculum. —
establishing only the specific situation of communication as a target, not
having organic relations between the essence of speech and the principle or
the practice of speech, being more concrete but too normative in the case of
dominial contents. Above all, the common problem of the sixth and the
seventh curriculum is that the course of speech does not reflect its
characteristics properly. That is, because of the difference between phonetic
symbols and literal symbols, the difference of functions in using symbols is
not reflected to learning contents at all. The contents are established almost on
the basis of literal symbols.

Through these comparisons and examinations, the writer suggests the new
contents and systems that must be dealt with in speech. First of all, we
distinguish the features of phonetic symbols from those of literal symbols,
which we reflect to content systems. The features of phonetic symbols must
be accepted, so far as they don’t have effects on communication. In case that
they have serious effects on communication, we suggest concrete principles
that can control them. These solutions can be shaped as follows. — stating
that the characteristics of speech is communicating through phonetic symbols,
considering the degree of mutual operation between speakers and listeners in
distinguishing the patterns of speech, suggesting the procedure of speech
separately depending on the patterns of speech.

Second, we distribute theoretical learning contents and practical learning
contents properly. Though we divide the learning contents of speech into
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theoretical aspects and practical aspects, we try to combine these two aspects.
This trial can be shaped by dividing learning contents into the essence, the
principle, and the practice of speech and by doing theoretical learning in the
essence of speech and by doing practical learning in the principle and the
practice of speech.

But, in spite of these trials, the following problems remain to be solved. —
Though we could suggest the proper learning content about speaking in such
content systems, we couldn’t do so about listening. Besides, even if we
established the content system so that we might do the teaching and the
learming by performing theory and practice simultaneously, we couldn’t search
for the proper way to apply these systems to educational institutions. So the

efforts for solving them must be made on and on.
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