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The Analysis of Vocabulary in the Japanese curriculum of High School

--centering on the basic vocabulary in the 7th curriculum

Hyun Chun-Soon

Japanese Education Major

Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Lee Chang-Ik

Vocabulary has continually emerged and changed as a very important part of human’s language activit
y. Because each vocabulary is different from the frequency in use, it would be impossible to learn all
vocabularies in the acquisition of foreign language. As learners have the limitation of learning capacity,
it should be taught centering on the objectively and reasonably selected vocabulary in order to increase
an educational effect. In order to do effective vocabulary education, it should be preceded that how voca
bulary to certain degree should be taught, and the precedence order, that is which meaning among the
vocabularies with plural meaning teach first should be set at the situational and logical aspects.

Because education is done in the limited time, it should teach as many expressions as possible using a
few basic vocabulary rather than teach unnecessary many vocabularies at a time. It should be effective

to teach centering on the vocabulary used a lot in everylife that has high frequency and wide range in
use.

Among the problems raised in the vocabulary education field, this study would analyze the basic vocab
ulary suggested in the 7th curriculum centering on the high school Japanese textbook used now. It wou
Id also analyze the basic vocabulary in the 5th, 6th, and 7th curriculum. It would select basic vocabula
ry in the 8th curriculum, and suggest the way of improvement of high school Japanese textbook.

The range and way of study are to analyze the characteristic of the basic vocabulary in accordance wit
h the 5th, 6th, and 7th curriculum, and examine the common vocabulary by high school Japanese textbo

ok and the reflected rate of the basic vocabulary in each textbook. Also it would analyze the change of



the basic vocabulary in the 7th curriculum and basic vocabulary suggested in the 7th curriculum center
ing on the 5th, 6th, and 7th common basic vocabulary. As a contrastive analysis data, the datum of 7

kinds were used.
The conclusions were as follows.

1) There was a lot the change of vocabulary according to the change of the curriculum. The number
of basic vocabulary was 846 in the 5th, 771 in the 6th, and 832 in the 7th. The number of basic vocabul
ary in the 7th curriculum was decreased by 14 than those of in the 5th, and by 51 than those of in the
6th. However, the vocabulary in use was decreased by 90 in the 7th than those of in the 5th, and 500
than those of in the 6th. With the purpose of decreasing the learning quantity and the pressure of stude
nts, it could be understood that the learning motivation was increased. At the same time, it could uise
as many expressions as possible with a few vocabulary.

2) The reflective degree of basic vocabulary was different every each textbook. The basic 771 vocabula
ries in the 6th curriculum were average 492.33 and it was 63.86%. The number of vocabulary in use wa
s average 666 recommended in the Ministry of Education. The deviation between the highest textbook
(552 words, 71.59%) and the lowest textbook(435 words, 56.42%) was 15.17%. Especially in the textboo
k E, only 57.92% of vocabulary in use was a basic vocabulary.

3) As a result of comparing the basic vocabulary in the 7th curriculum with the common vocabulary
of the high school Japanese textbook of 12 kinds in the 6th curriculum, the vocabulary of high frequenc
y in use in more than 6 kinds was similar to the rate of basic vocabulary(65.02%/69.52%).

4) The reselected vocabularies as the basic vocabulary in the 7th curriculum were 20. It had been select
ed in the 5th and ruled out in the 6th. The basic vocabularies not selected in the 7th were 43, and re-e
xcluded vocabularies in the 7th, which had not been selected in the 5th and selected 6th, were 9. Newly
selected vocabularies in the 7th, which were not selected in the 5th and the 6th, were 92. Among them,

vocabularies related to the internet connected with educational goal of the 7th curriculum and vocabular
les related to the daily living culture were taken lots of parts.

5) 11 words among 43 words not selected as a basic vocabulary in the 7th curriculum, which had been
selected as a basic vocabulary in the 5th and the 6th curriculum, should be reconsidered. Those vocabul
aries were <A, EDHB(IL, D). OB, HhAZE kL. £325(1L). FHA. bbb, BIT, wWhoh
570 . Among them, all vocabularies except X2 6A°vv,  were reasonable to the criterion as a
contrastive analysis data, and appeared high frequency in the textbook and were necessary ones in the
aspects of daily living and culture in the educational goal..

Though %550, was not proper to the criterion, there was not a proper reason to exclude X4

5h, selected as a basic vocabulary in the 6th curriculum and to select "%°#5HA27% . as a basic voc
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abulary in the 7th curriculum.

6) Among 92 vocabularies newly introduced in the 7th curriculum, there were 19 ones which did not fin
d a proper basis. Those were as follows "W, #9. b, CoX, 5, bz, 2w, 72da, ().
OKURE). TACR), 13h5, 13<(Rh). 12LGER), 1372, D). o). bbbyl 77, .

7) Among basic vocabulary 62 appeared in more than 6 kinds textbook, which had not been selected in
the basis vocabulary in the 6th curriculum, the selected ones in the 7th curriculum were 14. 19 words
among the rest 48 ones were room for reconsideration. Those were "\, a9, #ab, Ux X, Hr~UL,
Wz, 2 fohas D), KRE) . TAGRD. (2050 13K, 1L, 1372, V(). o). Rbbhk,
77, . Most of them were high frequency or necessary ones in the aspect of newly introduced culture
8) As a result of examining through a contrastive analysis data of basic vocabulary in the 7th curriculu
m except the above vocabularies, most of them were proper vocabulary applicable to the educational go
al suggested in the curriculum. Though "#Z(§5); and "Hw&uw, (bl 5L, 2Fhasd, 23 33
v £, ~A7%w2Z ) could not be improper as a basic vocabulary, it should be considered carefully in

the preparation of textbook in order to deal with them in intermediate level or "Japan I, . It would

be necessary to reconsider in selecting basic vocabulary in the 8th curriculum.

I would like to suggest the followings.

1) In selecting basic vocabulary, it should be selected systematically and reasonably centering on the pl
anned vocabulary in accordance with the step of cognitive development of learners through careful obse
rvation and field experience. Considering the above facts(vocabularies which were ruled out without an
y proper basis or were newly introduced), especially in selecting basic vocabulary in the 8th curriculum,
the vocabulary of high frequency and wide range which was suitable to real-life situations of high scho
ol Japanese education should be selected.

2) It should be desirable that the editor of textbook should select vocabularies without subjectivity, sho
uld reflect the basic vocabulary in the curriculum, and should not give pressure to learners because of
too many vocabularies.

3) As learners would be controlled by the textbook, teachers should not focus on the textbook too muc
h, and make the utmost use of learned vocabulary with careful understanding the vocabulary of high
frequency and wide range.

4) The Ministry of Education should fix the minimum range of reflective rate of basic vocabulary and

should make the editor of the textbook follow those rate the criterion of textbook. The results of the cri

terion of the textbook should consider the above facts.
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