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{Abstract)

A Study on the Child Welfare System
of Cheju-do

Kim, Yang Soon

This paper has been written for my presentation at the UNICEF Seminar for the
1990s’ Children and Adolescents of Cheju-do. The purpose of this study is to suggest
a multi-faceted .Child Welfare System in order to facilitate productive and desirable
development of Cheju-do’s Child Welfare System.

My survey is limited to seven areas of Child Welfare Institutions of Cheju-do:
Nursery Schools and Daycare Centers, Single Mother and Child’s Home, Elementary
or Middle Schools for Exceptional Individuals, Counseling Centers for Women and
Children, Orphanages, Teenagers’ Home, and Children Centers. The result of the
survey is as follows:

1. In the orphanage, the children under the age of 10 need a Korean family's
adoption. These children need a place to live or a family to take care of them.
The adolescents who have to leave their institutions also need a place or a
family until he/she finds a job and becomes an adult person.

2. Nursery schools and Daycare Centers have to multiply their members so that
the children under 6 can not only have an opportunity to get preschool education
but they can also be protected while their parents are working. The teachers
of Nursery Schools and Daycare Centers need better educational background.
Their qualification should be restricted to graduates from higher institutions than

junior colleges.
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3.

The required age for compulsory education has to be reduced to the age of
5, compared with the present requirement for 7. Thus, the children under 6
can have an opportunity for free kindergarden education,

For the lifelong development of exceptional children and adolescents, Cheju-do
needs high schools for exceptional individuals.

Counseling Centers for Women and Children should be divided into two different
offices. And the professional counseling office for children must be opened,
where a counselor and a therapist—persons who are certified—can have a
counselor’'s room, a psycho-test room, and a therapy room.

Public playgrounds for children should be refurnished with play materials and
water facilities for children, meeting their safety requirements.

Cheju-do’s Child Welfare System needs voluntary workers because of the midget
budget. It is necessary that authorities of Cheju-province government support
its Child Welfare System financially as well as politically to establish the

innovative and desirable Child Welfare System.
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