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{abstract)

Exploring Efficient Teaching Method of
Art Appreciation in High Schools

Kim, Maeng - Hee

Major in Fine Arts Education
Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University
Jeju Korea

Supervised by Professor Kang, Dong - Un

All works of arts have their own value. This value is primarily
determined by the view’'s appreciative power. In other words, some
may deeply appreciate a certain piece of artwork, whereas another
might disregard it as art altogether. This is a result of different
peoples psychological attitudes and opinions that are expressed
through art. Art expression is very important and the study of art
appreciation is integral in order to fully understand a piece of
artwork, Thus, art appreciation education is needed to develop
students ability for perceiving and understanding art,

Until now, art education has placed more emphasis on developing
students’ creative and expressive abilities rather than their
appreciative ones, This system forces the students who lack the
artistic talents to lose their interest in art classes and even
become antipathetic toward them, This calls for change in a new
curriculum, The seventh curriculum, which has been enforced this
year, focuses on art appreciation part, which has been neglected, is

divided into two areas:

% A Thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education,
Jeju National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the
degree of Master of Education in August, 2002.
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art criticism and art history for developing students’ critical
and esthetic senses as well as artistic intuition,

Upon the realization of the importance and necessity of art
appreciation education, this paper aims at researching the current
situation in high school in art classes., The focus of the research
was to observe how the change in the curriculum emphasized and
enhanced art appreciation,

To meet these aims, the researcher was engaged in a variety of
literature reviews and chose the questionnaire survey as method for
this particular study. The survey was completed by 21 art teachers,
and 490 high school students. 0Of those selected, gender, study
environment, and residential area of he subjects were taken into
consideration, The results are as follows:

First, the interest in art as a subject was more popular among boy
students and the students in general high schools,

Second, the interest in art appreciation class was higher in
general high schools and in the urban areas, In terms of the
teaching environment, few schools in urban areas have a special
classroom for art <class. Moreover, even the more up-to-date
classrooms have poor facilities and lack appropriate materials for
art class,

Thirdly, the overall area was introduced in the course of art
classes for appreciation but the appreciation of model work for
practice in skill was mainly treated in those classes, This shows
that the classes neglected art history and the more systematic ways
should be required in those classes,

Fourthly, on the aspect of understanding of the seventh
curriculum, both of the teachers and the students in urban areas
considered the insufficient number of art classes the main
complaint, The extra classes to solve this problem were mainly taken
by Korean, English, math that are counted as more important subjects
in schools, The relatively high number in do not know well, the

choice selected by the students in rural areas revealed the lack of
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understanding and the indifference about the new curriculum,

Last, enlarging the chances of art appreciation experiences by
using nearby museums and exhibitions can contribute for good art
appreciation classes. Enough information and pre requisite knowledge
from the teacher and the painter or the guides explanation on the
site was founded to be very helpful.

On the basis of these results, this study suggests the following
factors for effective art appreciation classes as follow;

Firstly, the facilities and material for theory and practice
should be arranged for effective art appreciation classes,

Secondly, esthetic experience from visiting real sites such as
museums and exhibitions should be stressed in art education in
schools,

Thirdly, the art teacher should be trained for the better art
appreciation classes through self-study or teacher training courses
for art criticism, art history and esthetics,

Fourthly, education authorities should give more consideration on
the current art classes: They should try to arrange more art classes
in schools, The extra classes should be used for art classes., They
should lessen the workloads of the art teachers who are teaching
other subjects or in charge of over two schools during the same

semester,
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