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<Abstract>

A Study on San-Su Poetry Teaching in High School
Literature

Hong, Chul-hwa

Korean Language Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Sohn, O-gyu

This study focuses on how to teach the basic literary theory of classical
San-su poetry, nature poetry, in order to make students develop the literary
knowledge, appreciate the poets’ view of nature and the beauty of classical
nature poetry, and improve the whole ability to understand and appreciate
literature. Under the current literature class situation in high schools,
teacher—centered, the teacher explains the writer's thought, the historical
background of literary works and some difficult vocabulary in them, making
students understand the subjects of literary works through his or her
explanation. As a result, students seem to be very passive during class, losing
the goal to learn classical Korean literature. Since the teacher and students
cannot share the feeling and appreciation of lhterary works, it is more and more
difficult for the teacher to lead an active and students-centered class.

This study presents new ways on the basic theory teaching in a literature

class in order to solve above matters as follows,

¥ A thesis submutted to the Cornmittee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju
National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of
Education in August, 2000.
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First, it is needed to teach Sadaebu, the gentry’ general view of nature in
relation to San-su poetry. Because the analysis and the appreciation of San-su
poetry cannot be achieved until the poets’ view of nature is not understood.
This way allows students to develop a variety of an eye for the stream of
classical poetry, by interpreting nature poetry during Yi Dynasty as not only
escape from the social and political situation such as Dangjaeng, party strife,
but also poet’s effort to practice Confucian ideas in real life.

Second, 1t is needed to teach San-su poetry connecting with social and
political situation of Yi Dynasty. Sadaebu seemed to return home after their
resignation from a government office, mainly because of the social and political
situation of Y1 Dynasty, Most of San-su poetry mamnly dealt with poets’
resignation from public life to protect themselves from party strife, their quiet
and free life in nature after resignation, or other wise men’s retirement from
the real world, Nevertheless, San-su poetry in high school is taught only under
the view of "contentment with the situation”, or "contentment with poverty and
delight in the Taoist way”. Therefore San-su poetry needs to be taught in
groups according to the aspect of homecoming after resignation.

Third, it 1s necessary to teach thoughts involved in San-su poetry.
Understanding those of Sadaebu, the main poets during Yi Dynasty, can help
catch how the poems reflects the poets’ view of world and their sense of
beauty This way allows students to recognize the then current characteristics
of lIiterature and poets’ academic world, realize the real value of poems, and, at
last, aesthetically appreciate them.

Fourth, it is necessary to teach San-su poetry connecting with current
environmental problems; it's one of practical activities of education. It means
that literature education can go far in recognizing reality and solving the
problems in real life. Accepting Sadaebu’'s love for nature and acquiring their
way of life such as contentment with poverty and delight in the Taoist way,
Students will recognize the serious problems in modern society such as
destruction of nature and environmental pollution. In other words, in realizing
the value of nature and criticizing the excessive desire to possess material,
students will set up their own values that human and nature coexist.

The final chapter analyzes the learners’ aims and activities which San-su
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poetry in 18 high school literature textbooks has, and select the common
elements. This can help to know what should be essentially taught Of course,
each textbook is considered to have its own learners’ aims and activities. In
addition to this, new syllabus is presented. To do this, several things are
considered; the major points taught with San-su poetry, social and political
situation of Yi Dynasty, some elements affected by Confucianism, Sadaebu’s
view of nature, practical teaching related to environmental problems.

With this ways, the teacher can develop new teaching approach and more
efficient syllabus of high school literature teaching, allowing students to
understand the general aspects of classical poetry. Moreover, the response
between the teacher and students can let students interested in literature, and
in the long run, develop their aesthetic appreciation of literature. Understanding
Sadaebu’s view of nature and their attitude toward nature, students will set up

their own values
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