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{Abstract)
A Study on Teaching Novels in Literature Texts of High Schools

Seo Jong-Pil

Korean Education Major
Graduate School of Education. Cheju National University
Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Moon Sung-Sook

In this dissertation. the writer compares and analvzes four novels put in more than 10
texts among 18 literature texts being now used in high schools —- Moojung (F3%),
Unsujoheun-nal (&% &). Memilkoch-pil-mooleop (M2 % ¥ ZH). Kwangjang (Z
). extracting the vital elements required to teaching novels by examining unit titles.
teach aims and problems and by retranslating the content of literary works. All the steps
for teaching novels from a planning step to a teaching one are presented on the basis of
the common elements extracted from texts and the analyzed content of novel constituents.

The structure of novels in the texts consists of 5 steps —— beginning. development. crisis.
climax. and conclusion. However. since these steps are not helpful to teaching novels. a
new formative model is presented based mostly on content order. Grasping the personality
of characters in novels is vital to understanding literary works. So the writer tries to find
out the way of grasping characters” personality in literary works.

By examining the effect of background on characters’ personality and the relation of
background to topics, this study emphasizes the importance of background to learners.
Learners themselves are induced to find out the problems of styles and techniques through
sentences in literature works. In addition, they are supposed to realized how to grasp not
only the topics in texts but also the topics in novels.

Next. a few important points are summarized in unit titles. teaching aims and
problems.

Moojung (57) is a long novel, so the ending part of it is generally put in most texts.

* A thesis submitted to the committee of the Graduate School of Education. Cheju

National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of
Education in August. 1998.
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Through Moojung (#4) in this study. the writer researches chiefly into the comparison of
novels existing in those days with modern novels, the structure of conflict and
reconciliation. the proper understanding of those societies. the value of human's existence.
and Lee kwang-soo's illuminism and nationalism.

In Unsujoheun-nal (&% &), the writer analyzes and summarizes the connotative
meaning of titles. the constituent steps and peculiarities. the cause of characters internal
conflict. social natural background. characters’ personality’ the foreshadowing of what might
happen and the literary tendency of works.

In Memilkoch-pil-mooleop (Pl E I Z&). the following is examined:

the importance of aesthetic function in expressing language. the Koreans affinity.
wandering, the symbolic meaning of moonlight night. the similarity of Huh Saeng-won and
donkey. the character's view of life, and so on. It is unique to this novel to ask how Huh
Saeng-won's wandering life is related to Dong-i's future life. which gives learners the
chance of thinking about the attitude toward human's existence imagining what may
happen after the ending of novels.

Kwangjang (&%) of all the texts contents Lee Myung-jun's last recollection, his state
of consciousness on board and committing suicide. which are the latter part of this novel.
So this study brings up how a hero chose a neutral nation and why his choice ended in
death. In addition. the difference of south and north Korea, the symbolic meaning of
“Milsil(24)), Kwangjang(87%). Kalmegi(Zoh7))" and the comparison of Myung-jun's
love for two heroines are posed as problems to be solved.

The writer has examined a practical process in teaching novels on the basis of the
above-mentioned facts. Here, a teaching method is divided into 5 steps. among which the
step for internalization is thought to be valued very highly. The process for internalization
can be regarded as a step for exerting imagination, because learners are able to deepen and
magnify their literary experiences through this process. In addition. this step enables
learners to have a free discussion and to realize what is their desirable existence. Therefore.
much emphasis must be put on the step for internalization in teaching novels.

Texts as teaching aids are a medium connecting teachers with learners. In particular.
texts are almost only learning materials to learners. So teachers must analyze and examine
texts exactly before giving a lesson. And then they are willing to develop lessons so that
learners can achieve their learning aims.

The objective of this study is to give a better method for teaching novels than that of
the existing study. The writer do hope that so many research materials will be produced
that they can be used to teach learners novels.
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