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Effective musical education plan by music learning theory of Edwin E.
Gordon

Lee, Sang-]Jin
Music Education Major
Graduste School of Education, Cheju National University
Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Kim, Jeong-Hui

Edwin E. Gordon introduced a systematic and gradual music learning
theory, adapting Learning Sequence which is available in general subjects to
music. His music learning theory is getting more recognized in that this is
not abstract but practical methodology to analyze and classify action changes
of the learners in detail.

In korea, musical education is the seventh course which does not only
focus on 'To do music’, rather than comprehension of music concepts or
development of musical skill, but also picks up the new tuition-studying
method that emphasizes initiative and troubleshooting ability.

Considering the above, this thesis- is = focused on enhancing the
effectiveness of music studying by applying Gordon’s music learning theory
to real music lessons in accordance with korean educational conditions.

His theory intends to develop the ability of Audiation, that is derived in
verb "Odieiteu (auciate)” that have a meaning of "hearing music with mind”,
that means the ability to listen to music and understand it just mentally
without the real sounds. Gordon emphasized that the purpose of musical
education should be improving the ability of Audiation. Also, he initiated Skill
Learning Process and Content Learning Sequence to develop the ability of
audiation. These theories have gradual stages which are classified by the
degree of difficulty of rhythm and interval, so the learners can make a
gradual study through 5 steps of Discrimination Learning and 3 steps of
Inference Learning.

This thesis concluded the followings from the research of Gordon’s music
learning theory and making the guidelines of music lessons according to his
theory.

First, Gordon's Skill Learning Process comprises 5 steps of Discrimination
Learning and 3 steps of Inference Learning, which serves as a stepping stone
to make a systematic study of music possible. His another music learning
theory, Content Learning Sequence, which is constituted by gradual steps
based on the degrees of difficulty of interval and rhythm can make the
learners’ interestes arise and make possible a variety of methods to take
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music lessons.

Second, SKkill learning Process and Content Learning Sequence are mutual
dependent. Therefore, this writer make a full use of the connections of these
two theories in making guidelines of music lessons.

Third, according to Skill Learning Porcess, not untill the leaners can read
the musical scores should scores be used in music lessons. Not only does
this make the learners feel comfortable studying music, but also enables them
access to more complicated contents gradually.

I suppose the further studies such as followings be made based on this
thesis to make a practical use of Gordon’s theory within korean educational
circumstance.

First, current contents of korean musical education should be analyzed by
the degree of difficulty in interval and rhythm considering the grade of
educational contents.

Second, the responses and educational effectiveness caused by adapting
Gordon’s theory to real educational scenes should be investigated more
profoundly.
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