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ABSTRACT

I JingDeChuanDengLuCR #8855 8%), is a chronicle of Zen or Chn Buddhism authored
by DaoYuanGiJi) who lived under the reins of the Emperor ZhenZong(iH5%) of the
Song dynasty in northern China (1004). 'ChuanDeng’ ('Record of the Transmission of
the Lamp’), refers to the meaning of endless transmissions of Chn Buddihist
gongansor Zen's koans (a story, dialog, question, or statement in the history and lore
of Chn (Zen) Buddhism) by passing them through one lamp (a master) to another
lamp (a disciple).

This book listed 1,701 Chn gurus through 52 generations over 5 patriarch’s halls to
include: 7 Buddhas, 28 ancestors from India, and Bohidharma, the founder of the
Chinese Chn, reaching the later posterity by enumerating them from a master to a
disciple. It is a historic record of Chn that detailed their secular names, genealogies,
birth places, pursuit of asceticism, places where they stayed, their attainments of
Nirvana, ages, and pen names.

There existed earlier versions of records to include "ChuanFaBaoJi({#Z=g#d); |

MLengJiaShiZiJi(FE A& i)y , TLiDaiFaBaoJi(E ik 50)s , TBaoLinZhuan(Eipkf); |
MZuTangJi(ifl34E); , and so on. However, the [JingDeChuanDengluy is the one
that systematically compiled all of them in a comprehensive manner and became the
ultimate version of compilationas it also contains the great teachers’ essays and
hymnal poems. The name of dynastic calendar year, JingDe, was used as the prefix
of the book’s title because the author dedicated it to the Emperor ZhenZong.

The Emperor made YangYi(#{%) and other literates proofread the book and
circulated it by including in the DaZangJing(Kj#A¥) or tripitaka collection.Accordingly,

IJingDeChuanDengLuy became widely popular and largely influenced in the Chn
sector and literary circles throughout the eras of Song, Yuan, and Ming dynasties.

China in the tenth century is the transitional period passing from Tang dynasty

through the era of Five Dynasties followed by Song dynasty. Hence, Chn flourishedin
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the southern part of the YangZi River, where the disturbance of war could not reach,
by shaping up a new patriarchal tradition of five families, which is gongan Chn (or
koan Zen). There emerged Chn dialogues that led the way among numerous Chn
monks and their life achievements, which became the guidelines for the Chn
Buddhism.

Their analects, YuLu(GE#) were described in a simple and realistic colloquial
language of those days as to be easily accepted by both the ruler and the plebeian,
and they were far from unfamiliar or difficult to practice. Since the purpose of
writing Chn analects was to widely propagate the dogmatism of Chn Buddhism, it is
necessary to know about those days’oral customs in order to comprehend them.

The value assigned to Chn analects quite differs from the value assigned to the
philosophy of Buddhism. Chn analects should greatly contribute to help the moderns
understand the languages used in the eras of Tang and Song dynasties.

The colloquial language used in the eras of Tang and Song corresponds to the
forepart of the modernChinese expression. Accordingly, the paper focuses on the
emerging importance of Chn analects as a research object for lexicology, grammiar,
and phonology. The study on Buddhistic hymns and Chinese poems in terms of
format composition reveals that the hymns initially followed the format of the TShi
Jing(Gi¥)s , the oldest collection of Chinese poetry and the orthodoxy of ancient
Chinese metrical composition. However, they should have reflected the characteristics
of ancient-style poem, 'GuTiShi(i{5#5:%)" in early medieval times, South and North
Dynasties of Han and Wei, while they were also influenced by the modermn style
poems, 'JinTiShiG/i#%:5)" that were popular in the Tang dynasty. Then, the lyric
poetry, Ci(qi)), that prevailed in Song dynasty existed to influence them, as well.
Hence, the relationship of influence and succession could berecognized.

In "JingDeChuanDengLuy , the masters distinguished the recorded Buddhistic hymns
by using "JiYue(f&F)", "SongYue(ZH)", or "JiSongYue(f&4 )" in some of them and
"ShiYue(iFE)” in 10 or more pieces. The "ShiYue” was probably used for the hymns

that followed the form of 'JinTiShi’, a popular formatat that time while using "JiYue”,
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"SongYue”, or "JiSongYue” for those that did not follow the form of 'JinTiShi’.
Although the contemporary JiSong(f54f), a poetic expression of Buddhistic teaching,

are composed of 4 or 5 or 7 Chinese characters, which is similar to the Chinese lyric

poetry, just matching the rule does not make them a true JiSong. If the composition

ignores a certain format and rhythm, it cannot qualify to become a good JiSong.
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