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Abstract

The Effects of the Broken Families on the
Behavioral Problems of Juveniles:

With Special Reference to the Yanbian, China, Area

Ryu, Hyang-Ran

Major in Counseling Psychology
Graduate School of Education
Cheju National University

(Advisor: Prof. Park, Tae-soo)

This paper is concerned with (a) the identification of broken family
types in the Yanbian, China,  area, and (b) the examination of the
behavioral problems of juveniles raised in the broken family in terms of
health, ability, expression of affection, conflict, and communication by
analyzing the moral, materialistic, offensive, and negative behaviors of
juveniles. The paper also intends to provide both the family of juveniles
and society as a whole with the basic data and information for preventive

programs or solutions in dealing with the following four issues:

1. The relationship between the family-related variables and the
family functional variables.

2. The relationship between the family-related variables and the
behavioral problems.

3. The relationship between the broken families and the family
functional variables.

4. The relationship between the broken families and the behavioral

problems.

The method employed in this research was a questionnaire method.
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Subjects were middle and high school students, all of whom were second
grade students in the Yanbian, China, area. A total of 1,450 questionnaires
were distributed and only 1,425 of them were analyzed for results.
Self-reported questionnaires were used in this method. The questionnaire
included a total of 22 items and 4 subsidiary items in terms of family
functional variables, as used in Park Hyo-Won(1933) and Cho Yun-Jung’'s
(1993) version of the Self-report Family Inventory II: SFI II designed by
Beavers, Hampson, and Hulgus (1990). In terms of the behavioral problem
variables, the questionnaire involved a total of 28 items and 4 subsidiary
items, as used by Cho Yun-Jung's (1993) version of Kim Kyung-Hwa
(1989), Kim Young-Kook (1991), Kim In-Ja (1991), Min Ha-Young & Yoo
Hye-Kyung (1986), Chung Joo-Young (1986), Chung Myung-Hee (1983),
Huh In-Soo (1998). Analysis of collected data was statistically processed
through frequency analysis, averages, percentages, t-tests, Pearson’'s
correlation, F-tests, and the Scheffe, as well as the SPSS program.

The results of the research are as follows:

First, out of 1,425 subjects (or 741 middle school students and 684 high
school students), a total of 810 students (56.9%), or 453 middle school
students (55.9%) and 357 high school students (44.1%6), were from the
broken family. Among the number of 810 students, the parents of 411
students (65.2%) were living in the Republic of Korea, leaving their
children alone in China, the parents of 50 students (7.9%) were living
separate in mainland China, leaving their children alone at home; and the
parents of 39 students (6.2%) were living in Japan, leaving their children
alone in China. Most of such parents and their children were living
separate for reasons of economy, culture, and language. It is certain that
less favorable economic situation in Yanbian has a significant effect on the
increase in the number of broken families.

Second, there was a significance in the relationship between the family
types and the family functional variables. According to the results, there
were more positive aspects in the normal families in terms of health,
ability, expression of affection, and communication than in the broken
families. There was little significance shown in the relationship between
the behavioral problems and the family types. This is contrasted with the

fact that there was a significance in the relationship between the family
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types and the family functional variables. As a result, it is suggested that
there be preventive measures and programs for positive values and
attitudes on the part of juveniles.

Third, in the relationship between the broken families and the family
functional variables of a family of adopted mother, a family of adopted
father, and a family of no parents, there was the highest level of
significance in a family of adopted father in terms of health, ability,
expression of affection, and communication, while there was the lowest
level of significance in a family of no parents in the same domains.

Fourth, on the whole, there was no significance in the relationship
between the broken families and the behavioral problems. That is to say,
there was a great significance in the relationship between the broken
families and the family functional variables, but not in the relationship
between the broken families and the behavioral problems.

In conclusion, it is suggested that: (a) there be educational programs for
developing personality on the part of juveniles in order to prevent and
reduce behavioral problems relating to juveniles; (b) there be joint ventures
of individuals, schools, and society in the improvement and promotion of
family functional variables; and, more specifically, (c) there be programs
developed and implemented, such as programs for juveniles’ development,
programs for juveniles’ personality, programs for communication between
parents and children, and programs for the improvement of family
functions, to name a few, as well as self-discipline on the part of

juveniles.
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