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T 2R did 44 & 874 Fo FASE WY, $dE Mt g BotEols
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<Abstract >

A Study on the Discussion-Style
Novel in the Era of Enlightment

Kim, Kyung-Nim
Korean Language Education Major
Graduate School Education, Cheju National University,
Cheju, Korea
Supervised by Professor Moon, Sung-Sook

This study aims to make clear the full aspect of discussion-style novel
published during the period of enlightenment, to define the concept of
discussion-style novel and establish the scope of it, to examine its
background and the process of its formation, and to grope for
systematization by classifying the types. To draw out the features that the
novel carries, the study analyzes and considers the epic structure,
characters, techniques, and the theme in the text; furthermore the study
tries to make clear the epic patterns building a unique scope in the history
of Korean literature by establishing the significance of literary history. The
study epitomizes the contents which develop in the main subject as follows.

Discussion-style novel during the period of enlightenment is a unique
epic mode prevalent before Shin Sosul(the New Novel) was published, and
was published mainly between 1905 and 1910, in which two or more
characters exchange their own opinions through a discussion or speech on
its form, and which contains a practical reality and a strong theme. It
includes a series of works which represent strongly a theme concerning the

situation of the period through such a form.

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju
National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of
Education in August, 1997.
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Though there are divergent opinions about its origin, we can consider the
effect of a discussion or speech to be the primary cause in that the theme
of discussion-style novel and that of the then discussions or speeches in
vogue are substantially the same. The scope of this novel, if classified into
several types according to discussion methods and discourse types, covers
the discussion type where various characters assert their own opinions on
one topic through debating, the conference type where a president and
members get together and consult on a topic, or those who are divided into
two parts as speakers and audience deliver a speech one by one, and the
dialogue(question-and-answer) type that two people sit face to face and
make a dialogue or an established speaker and a hearer question and
answer.

If we consider its modal feature, the epic structure assumes the form of
a picture frame. It consists of an introduction in which a wrter’s narration
goes on before characters’ discussions, speeches, and dialogues start, a body
in which characters’ discussions, speeches, and dialogues begin and end,
and a conclusion in which all characters’ discussions, speeches, and
dialogues end and the writer appears to reveal a critical valuation or a
theme condensed by songs. We can find a particular feature of setting up
characters. Characters who make their appearances in a discussion, speech,
or dialogue are only male or female or birds and animals are designated to
bring up problems of the period, and we can find its significance in that
characters established under the writer’s plan or intention were faithful.
Techniques used in this novel are Morgjurok(the Dream Story), allegory,
satire, etc. They plainly revealed political, economic, social, and educational
problems, and criticized them poignantly. The themes commonly represent

problems of the current events discussions, critics, enlightenment, and the



restoration of national rights.

Above all, we can find the significance of literary history of
discussion-style novel in that it represented a strong sense of defiance
against the aggressive power of foreign countries, and fulfilled its mission
and duty as a people’s literature faced with the danger of a country. There
were many Short-Story modes, but they represented the ideology of the
period less directly and strongly than discussion-style novel did. In addition,
it made us recognize that literature is a mirror which reflects reality by
solidifying the fact that novels reflect the reality of the period, and made a
significant improvement in forming techniques of novels emerging from a
typical structure which is biographic form that could be found in old novels
of former generations. And almost all discussion-style novel assume a form
of picture frame. It still seems that there are some forms that could not be
rooted, but it cannot be overlooked that there was succession which
transfered the former frame to the next generation in a transitional
situation. It can be surmised that it affected frame novels that appeared
frequently in the novels of 1920s. Besides, a strong spirit of satire was
inherited from the former one in the history of Korean literature, and served

as a bridge which connected to the next generation.
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