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ABSTRACT

A Study On Woman's Identity Shown in Kang Kungai's Novels

~Through the review of <Mother and Daughter>, <Salt>, <Humanproblems>-

Lee, Young-Sim
Korean Language and Literature
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National Universit
Chejy, Korea

Supervised by professor Mun, Seong-Suk

This thesis deals with the way in which the main characters establish their identity
as women through feministic approach to Kang Kungai's three novels : <Mother and
Daughter>, <Salt>, and <Human problems> The reasons why the novels are
reviewed from the viewpoint of feminism in this thesis are as follows. Firstly, the
previous studies done from the viewpoint of realism or ideclogy put focus on the
conflict between different classes, and therefore they tend to overlook a certain
important point. Secondly, male-character-centered reviews of these novels show their
narrowness that female characters are excluded from consideration.

“Woman's Identity”, which is dealt with in this thesis means the concept that
explains how the experiences of a woman can change her consciousness. The main
characters in these three novels follow the same course from this point.

It is true that her works did not been deeply studied until 1970’s and properly
evaluated in the history of Korean Literature. However, various approaches towards

% A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education of Eduacation ,
Cheju National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of master of
Eduacation in 1998, 8.
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her works have been tried since more infomation about her life and literature was
introduced. The noticable things in her life are as follows. First of all, she lived in
poverty throughout her life, which caused her to lean to feminism Secondly, the
experiences after marriage in Kando under Japanese occupation showed as "the
mother” in her literature. Thirdly, in her novels, the main characters show the
traditional attitude towards their husbands; devoted and docile, while they try to be
independent of patriarchal society. Forthly, she got a great effect on her literature
from her husband. The main characters in her novels are usually wives of fighters
for national independence. They also struggle against hard living and become stronger
by realizing the situation where they are, just as she did. What the writer went
through in her childhood led her to open her eyes to women’s problems. In addition,
a hard time in Kando gave her a opportunity to think over the tragic situation of
Korea as a Japanese colony.

J. K Gardiner defined “woman’s identity” as "a process” , and explained that it
might be flexible and changeable. She also compared "female main characters” to "
the writer's daughters”. That explains why woman writers tend to be deeply
concerned in creating the female characters. N. Chodrow stated that woman's identity
is more sporadic and rarer than man’s. Based on these theories, this study reviews
the three novels concentrating on "the process: of establishing identity as a woman’.

<Mother and Daughter> shows how much a woman who was betrayed by a man
can get depraved through a story of the mother’s generation. The daughter from the
next generation realizes where she stands and try to overcome it by facing the fack,
not by avoiding it. And , at last she comes to get her own identity as a woman.

In <Salt> The writher shows the process in which immigrants obtain “the mother”
and the strong will to face the wuth suffering from both severe poverty and
starvation in Kando, which has specific charateristics of a colony. This novel,
however, has a flaw that the character’s sudden chage in consciousness might not be
well understandable, because it was written as a midterm length story though the
subject matter of it is more suitable for a long one.

On the other hand, the ain character in <Human problems> come to establish her
own identity while she undergoes the society full of contradictions caused by sexual
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double standard or class system, and finally decides to join the working class herself.
‘Through this novel, the writer suggested that women's problems should be considered
as problems of not only women themselves but also of all human beings. She also
believed that, if not, they would never be solved fundamengially. One more thing
noticable in this novel is that she tried to give more concrete description about the

process of establishing identity than in the two other novels, <Mother and Daughter>
and <Salt>.
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