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<ABSTRACT>

A Study on the FThousand cranes;y by Kawabata Yasunari
- Focusing on the process of death, a hellish world, and purification -

Ko Won-Hyea

Japanese Education Major
Graduate School of Education at Cheju National University
Supervised by Professor Kim Nan-Hee

The topic of Kawabata Yasunari’s literature includes views of life and death, views
of the female, eroticism, aesthetic consciousness, and a hellish world theory. In
particular, since the fear of loneliness and death is based on his works, it is
imperative to understand Kawabata’'s views of life and death in order to understand
his literature. Kawabata was an author who sought seriously a way of overcoming
death as well as the fear about death. "Thousand cranes (TPI#8); reflects the loss
of identity and despondency of the Japanese after defeat. It is a “hellish world idea”
that expressed the decadence of Japan symbolically. "Thousand cranes; reveals the
existence of humans through the process of death, a hellish world, and purification
against the backdrop of the tea world.

The hellish world idea means that we can enter the Buddhist world by penetrating
into a hellish world through death and escaping from the hellish world, and it came
from the eight characters of the “magye iip bulgye nanip(J#& 5 25 A{LFLHEA)” of monk
Itcu. It is a transcendent consciousness of death unique to Kawabata, which means
that life and death coexist.

The tea-things shown in the work are a metaphor for death, and the tea meeting
was understood as the impetus behind the penetration into the hellish world.
Tea-things are the tools for tea that comprise the world of tea in which dwelt the
spirit of the dead. People who experience the tea—things are obsessed by the spirit of
the dead. People who experience tea—things at the tea meeting became absorbed in
an ugly, hellish world while losing their identities. The appearance of the hellish
world was understood as the “world of jealousy and intrigue” of Chikago, who has
blackish red spots on the chest, and the "world of immorality and depravity”, where
the hero Gikuji had double sexual intercourse with Madam Ota, who was a lover to
his father, Mitani, and her daughter Humiko.

It was the sacrifice of women and Japanese traditional classic beauty that purified
the ugliness of this hellish world. The author Kawabata offset the decadence of the

work with excellent literary power by using classical Japanese beauty.
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Purification by women is composed of the death of women and the sacrifice of
innocence. Purification by the unique beauty of Japan is expressed as the white
“Thousands crane” that implies “grudge and healing”. Also, another purifying device
that symbolizes the classic beauty of Japan is none other than the artwork.
Purification by artwork is supposed to be dependent on the perpetual and aesthetic
nature that is held by a good product. The work does not simply describe the hellish
world. It delivers the message of hope to the Japanese who had fallen into a sense
of loss by proposing the procedure for escape. [Thousand cranes; may be a work
that expresses the light of hope by sublimating light as traditional aesthetic
consciousness that any Japanese can sympathize with

This paper could find out that death, a hellish world, and purification are closely
related by reviewing the “process of death, a hellish world, and purification” shown
in "Thousand cranes; . This is also a transcendent consciousness about death

unique to Kawabata.
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