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{Abstract)

Women’s image embedded in Kawabata Yasunari’s
FThe Sound of the Mountainsy
-A study focused on Ogata Shingo’s point of view-

Yun Jung

Cheju National University, Graduate School of Japanese Education

supervised by Kim, Nan-Hee

Kawabata Yasunari is the leading author of Neo-Sensualism, which is
characterized by brilliant sensual description. He produced 400 works in his life.
Of all these works, this study is focused on his late work [The Sound of the
Mountains; , dealing with his senile change when he was in his 50s. The
purpose of this study is to draw Kawabata's view on women by noticing that
women’s image depicted by male author is not always consistent with the real
image of women. And there, we're trying to examine its limit and problem of
his work.

Kawabata’s literature is much more elaborated on description of women than
men. From this view, examining process was done through a series of
experience such as his mother’'s and sister Yusiko’s death in his youth, his
sympathy with Kiyono in dormitory when he was middle school student, and
break-up in his 1-month long first love. These factors act as eternal longing
object and become a molding factor of women by accumulating fictional element
in these ideas. It can be said that these experiences spring up various women's
image like a bud in his works, along with Kawabata’'s reading habit.

TThe Sound of the Mountains; is a full-length novel which is linked with
separate episodes published in each magazine to make a complete novel. The
protagonist, Ogata Shingo, mirrors Kawabata itself. Type of women, good and
bad point, value definition is conveyed to readers through Shingo.

This study categorize women’'s image in his works by universal lifestyle,

aesthetic ideal type, passive easy—going lifestyle, and post-war generation.

_61_



Universal lifestyle represented by Yasuko cannot be seen in his previous work
except The Sound of the Mountainsy . It can be said that post-war reality is
reflected in this novel. Aesthetic ideal type by Kikuko was consistently pursued
from his debut short story [Izu dancery . This is a type that represent ideal
beauty in Kawabata’'s idea with beautiful girl’s image and innocent purity in
reality. Passive easy-going lifestyle was used to emphasize Kawabata's
aesthetic ideal type. It is represented by a woman who couldn’t be loved by her
father and face divorce after getting married. She is not active in getting
through her reality and lag behind in her times. Post-war generation type
represent a new type of America’s pleasure-seeking consumerism permeated
into the post-war generation. Much more like to the Japanese concept of

‘mono no aware , it is shown as ‘pleasure-seeking liberalism” to live for the
pleasure of the moment.

Taking a look at the various type of view of womanhood shaped by
Kawabata, he brilliantly describe marked individual and aesthetic women in an
ideal reality while fall short of describing women in actual reality. This can be
explained by old-time and unstable social trend from the late Taisho to the
early Showa that Kawabata lived and the problem of depth consciousness
engraved in Kawabata's youth with each other. Along with this social trend,
patriarchal consciousness was added to represent women that is like belonging
and eye catcher to men, which explains always unstable and weak women in
his novel. Of course, this can be neglected because his work is shaped by his
artistic brilliance, which is enough to outshine these women’s negative image.
This study is to define Kawabata's women value deep down inside his idea
without artistic feature.

Of all the weak women’s images Kawabata describe, aesthetic ideal type is
confined to ‘unreality’ , ‘girl preference’ as a aesthetic component. Girls in her
16 or 17 stop aging and remain as innocent pure girl forever in this image.
This show men’s biased and distorted aesthetic type of women from the fact
that aesthetic component can’t be seen in married plump Wwomen or
reality—stained women troubled with her daily life. This narrow-minded men’s
point of view is reflected well in his work, showing Kawabata's forced logic
and prejudiced view of womanhood by making a diagram-It is natural that
compromised marriage is not an marriage with love and ugly women cannot

make advancement in her career or be happy in her life. Also, it is described
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that men’s sexual practice should be accepted depending on the situation,
adding men’s opportunistic thinking by developing story that sexual behavior
have a positive effect on women. These factors are under fire in feminism
criticism along with view of womanhood in capitalism society that regard
women as a belong to men, not individual entity and women as a commodity.
Therefore, it is inevitable that liberal-minded women reader will criticize this
work.

In feminism point of view, women are not belong to men and be treated
equally as men. In this regard, "The Sound of the Mountains; show
Kawabata's lack of view of womanhood, displaying its limit and problem of
Kawabata literature world. And yet, Kawabata’'s literature is important as work
of art for his excellent lyrical description and refined aesthetic consciousness,

going far beyond these limits and problems.
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