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<Abstract>

Incommunicability in The Catcher in the Rye

Oh, Kyoung-Hwa

English Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Byun, Jong—Min

In The catcher in the Rye, ]., D. Salinger indicts the abuses of the
modern industrialized society such as mammonism, decadent trend, and human
alienation through the view of an adolescent with a keen sight. Holden
Caulfield, the protagonist and narrator of the novel is in many ways a typical
teenager, skeptical of all authority and with a truculent attitude that stems
from a cynical naivete.

Holden's skepticism and resistance are based on his incommunicability he
face at school, home, and society in terms of the world of "phony”. Wherever
he goes, Holden gets disillusioned by the phoniness around him. As a result of
his journey into New York, Holden failed to find out any world on which he

can take a rest. He is not able to meet anybody who can understand his inner

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju National
University in partial fulfillment of requirements for the degree of Master of Education in August,
2002.
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roared, including teachers, parents, and friends. As result, Holden becomes
paranoid and delusional.

Broken down both physically and emotionally, Holden is comforted only by
the sight of Pheobe and her simple childish pleasures. Pheobe’s true love
brings him back into the family. Holden becomes to learn a generosity to
embrace the world, even the reality of "phonies”. Holden seems to harbor some
sense of regret over what has happened; he claims that he even misses
Stradlater and Ackley.

In conclusion, Holden finds that the mankind’s last hope is warm affection
and mutual understanding. Holden’s skepticism changes into a generous
acceptance of the reality, recovery the incommunicability he has experienced. It
may be said that the ultimate message of the novel is to understand and love
each other, especially in order to activate communicability between human

beings.
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