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ABSTRACT

H. D. Thoreau’'s Essay
-"Life without Principle” and Three Others-

In "Life without Principle”, to Thoreau vocation meant not
making a living but making a life. Thoreau pointed out that
there are few men so well employed, so much to their minds, but
that a little money or fame would commonly buy them off from
their present pursuit. "Life without Principle” is largely a
negative, Persius-like attack on business, a protest that getting a
living should not be considered an end in itself, but only a
means to the real business of living. Here "Principle” means
"pure transcendental spirit” and ”"truth and reality” as a hard
foundation of life. Thoreau was well aware of how difficult it
would be for him to penetrate through the distortions and
superficialities, down to the basic truth by which he might give
meaning to the life he lived. In "Life without Principle”, Thoreau
strongly insisted that getting a living be not only honest and
honorable, but also inviting and glorious; for if getting a living
is not so, then living is not.

In "Love”, Thoreau hinted at his transcendental philosophy.
All transcendental goodness is one, though appreciated in
different ways, or by different senses. The lover sees in the
glance of his beloved the same beauty that in the sunset paints
the western skies. The object of love expands and grows before
us to eternity, until it includes all that is lovely, and we become
all that can love. In "Chastity & Sensuality”, Thoreau wrote that
if it is the result of a pure love, there can be nothing sensual in
marriage. And a pure love is indeed the panacea for all the ills



of the world.

"Autumnal Tints” is an essay on Beauty, on the art of
perception. It is concerned with telling us not only what to look
at but how to look. Thoreau’'s original plan, he says, was to
collect a specimen leaf from every tree, "outline it, copy its color
exactly, with paint, in a book, which should be entitled 'October,
or Autumnal Tints.”” As for the beauty of autumn colors, it is
rendered by a shower of images rather than by bald statement.
Unlike most of his townsmen, with their ingrained hostility to
beauty, "he has dreamed of it, so that he can anticipate it.”
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