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{Abstract)

Criticism on Utilitarian Education represented in Hard Times

Ko, Min-Sook

English Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Yang, Young—Soo

The purpose of this thesis is to study Charles Dickens’'s Hard Times(1854)
with a view that Utilitarianism which governed Victorian English Society had
negative influence on Education.

It particularly shows through analysis of characters that liberal humanity
pursued by Utilitarianism based on materialism and individualism caused moral
corruption and loss of human nature and as a substitution, proposes John
Stuart Mill’s human and liberal consideration.

J. S. Mill criticizes Bentham for asserting that every human behavior is
governed by the principle of pleasure and pain, that everyone is bound to
pursue pleasure. He also adds that Bentham doesn’t know that the greatest
hope of human life is to be completed by the liberated personality and
fundamental desire of human beings.

To say that liberty is noble is not because it ensures “The greatest

happiness of the greatest number” but it is conditioned to harmonize with the

% A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju
National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master
of Education in August, 2002.
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individual ability and character as a whole.

J. S. Mill's consideration is found in Hard Times through investigation
about the contemporary social background and character’'s way of life.

The utilitarian problem of education is proposed in introduction.

The second part examines the working-class people’s familiarity with
educational ideology suited to industrial society, which also domesticates
children in school and family.

The third part examines various negative effects of utilitarian education.
Louisa, Tom and Bitzer are problematic characters who suffer from the results
of utilitarian education.

The fourth part deals with pure humanity and morality which have
disappeared in Coketown. Sissy and Sleary’s Horseriding make an appearance
as a kind of lighthouse which enlightens the dark. Dickens shows the harmony

of sensibility and reason through Sissy.
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