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Abstract

This book, Nothing's Fair in Fifth Grade by Barthe DeClements, is
about a girl in the fifth grade named Jenny. One day a huge, ugly girl
comes to Jenny's class. Her name is Elsie and everyone hates her as
soon as she walks in the door. Elsie is on a diet and can only eat
what is in her lunch box. So she steals money from her classmates
to buy candy but she gets caught. Everything turns around when
Elsie's skirt falls down in class. Feeling sorry for her Jenny decides
to be Elsie's friend. Then Jenny gets a bad grade in math and Elsie
becomes her tutor. Elsie helps Jenny's grade go up but when Elsie,
Jenny, their friends, and younger siblings go to a carnival Elsie gets
in trouble. Now Elsie's mother has decided to send Elsie to boarding
school and Jenny has to convince her to let Elsie stay. Finally Jenny
finds that her teacher is the best person

who persuades Elsie's mother not to send her daughter to a

boarding school. So thank's to her teacher and other friends' efforts,

Elsie can stay in the school with Jenny and other friends.

The story is written from a girl's point of view on her vivid school
life in dialogue style. So it is easy for elementary school students
to read it, find the common things and feel sympathy for the students

in this story.
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