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<Abstract>

A Study on the developing phrase of the Popular
Novel Theory in 1950s

Lee Hyo-Soon

Korean Language Education Major
Graduate School of Education, JeJu National University

JeJu, Korea

Supervised by professor Moon Seong-Sook

The purpose of this study is to examine the developing phrase of
th popular novel theory in 1950s and to get some general ideas of the
popular literature. As the discussion on the popular novel in 1950s has
been only in parts, this study places emphasis on the expansion of the
literary realm by examining it comprehensively. For this purpose, over
90 articles and comments appeared in the newspapers and literary

magazines in those days are also examined thoroughly.

In the developing process of Korean popular literature theory, the
term of "The Popular Literature” was not settled until 1950s. The novels
published in the newspapers in those days had quickened the

development of the mass society and the popular literature. They also
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had an important role in terms of the critical consciousness.
Nevertheless, with its several weak points there haven’'t been such

satisfactory studies.

Only a small number of critics went into the discussion on the
popular literature in 1950s. In addition, it was not an intensive
discussion but a sporadical one. some critics also adhered to their
negative viewpoints ; its vulgarity, the pursuit of excessive
commercialization, and the sympathy with the existing system. However,
it i1s indispensible to check the successful elements and qualities of the
popular literature. we should not underestimate its efforts to improve the

quality and should try to set the literary place correctly through it.

As a lot of things have been changing in all respects of the
literary theory, we should be quick to adapt to the trend of the times.
That is, the study on the popular literature should be continued with
an affirmative concept and an overall outlook. In this point, this study is
thought to be supply the theoretical basis for the later study on the

popular literature.

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of

Education, Jeju National university in partial fulfillment of the

requirements for the degree of Master of Education in August, 2002.
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