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<Abstract>

A Study on the Developing Phase of the Popular Literature
Theory in 1920s

Kang, Jong—-ho

Korean Language Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Moon, Sung-sook

This study focuses on finding out the significance of the popular literature theory of
1920s in the literature history, by examining the developing phase of the popular
literature theory in 1920s. For this study the researcher referred to more than 130
articles, which were published in the newspapers and literary magazines at that time.
This researcher tried to show the overall trend of the popular literature theory of 1920s
by grouping the materials by contents and comparing the arguments between the
nationalist camp and the proletarian camp, which were two main literary streams in
those days.

In 1920s the discussion on the popular literature was in the beginning stage, but it is
very significant in that its study provided the theoretical base for the later study on the
popular literature. Nevertheless, there haven’t been such satisfactory studies on that
topic due to several disadvantages.

The terms related to the popular literature can be interpreted differently depending on
the basic time. Therefore the concept of the time was used in this paper since it is
more reasonable to focus on the contemporary value and terms in examining. While
examining the arguments of the day, this researcher could find out that novel formed
the main stream of the popular literature. For that reason the discussion category of the

popular literature was limited to the popular novel in this paper.
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In the discussion of the popular literature people should not underestimate the popular
literature by stressing only on its negative aspects and its comforting function to the
readers. Only the efforts to improve the quality of the concept on the mass, which is an
actual core of the popular literature, can set the literary place correctly.

The theory on the popular literature was not well-organized in the 1920s. Most of the
arguments could answer only to the question “What is the popular literature?”
Furthermore, most of disputants stick to their negative viewpoints on the popular
literature. However, it is noticeable that in the late 1920s there was a little movement to
see the popular literature from a positive viewpoint and reconsider its esthetic value.

The popular literature of 1920s can be said in a sprouting period of the popular
literature. In spite of its significance, there were not many active studies on that topic.
Therefore, this study can be significant in that it provided the base of an overall and

substantial approach to the developing phase of the popular literature in 1920s.

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju
National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master

of Education in August, 2002.
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