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[Abstract]

A legislative review on the Anti-fakenews Bills

Hong, Wan-Sik
Professor, Law School, Konkuk University

We are exposed to false information or fake news every day. Fake news
and misinformation in the media or social network service or internet are
not new, but became fake news a topic of public concern recently.
Especially, fake news that is looked as if comes from a real news source is
a threat to democratic society and social trust. Fake news in SNS and
internet has become a serious concern in many countries in recent years,
The Oxford Dictionary defines fake as an adjective which means not
genuine, imitation or counterfeit. It is difficult to precisely trace the origins
of fake news. The term “fake news came to dominate public political
discourse in the 2016 U.S. presidential election. Fake news is news articles
or informations that are intentionally and verifiably false and could mislead
readers. Fake news is a neologism often used to refer to fabricated news. In
traditional news, social media or fake news web-sites, fake news has no
basis in fact, but is presented as being factually accurate. In modern society
are the internet and the social network the very important platform of the
fake news. Fake news is a type of yellow journalism that consists of
deliberate disinformation spread via traditional print and broadcast news
media or online social media. Fake news is written and published usually
with the intent to mislead in order to damage an agency, entity, or person
and gain financially, ideologically or politically to increase readership. In

several bills in the Korean National Assembly the government regulation or
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self regulation of the ISP are attempted. In one anti fake news bill,
someone is imposed a fine if she/he is found guilty of spreading fake news.
In other anti fake news bill, the news or information that are seen as a
fake news can be deleted. The bills against fake news have to be reviewed
constitutionally. The fake news itself can be a threat to the democracy, but
the legislation against fake news can be a threat to the freedom of express

and to the democracy.

Key words : fake news, disinformation, freedom of express, self regulation,

legislative review, satire, parody
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