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(Abstract)

The Mult.iculturall Elements in Jeju Myths

Kim, Jeong-sook

(Research Institute of Education Science of Jeju National University)

Jeiu Island is a windy volcanic land, abundant in stones. These harsh natural environments
greatly affected the ways of Jeju people’s thinking and living, resulting in their own cultural
contexts and products, that is, Jeju myths. The purpose of this thesis is to find the
multicultural elements intrinsic to Jeju myths formed by these Jeju conditions, suggesting
thelr multicultural implications and the effective ways of multicultural educét:ion. The almost
barren land that only allows dry-field crops, its low agricultural productivity forcing people to
go out to the rough sea for their living, and its fragmented farming spaces leading to
separate ownership, equality, and individualized living - all these conditions gave Jeju people
their own characteristics. Low agricultural productivity necessarily required self-reliance and
competition. Everyone in the community - women, men, adults, or children - had to
participate in eaming a living and this necessity helped to form a culture which respects
competition, diversity and individuality. Jeju people also needed cooperaticn within the
community so that they could continue to keep their land prbductive and do their labor as a
productive person throughout their lifetime, Important themes of Jeju cultures or Jeju myths
are respect for individuality and trust in the community. Jeju myths show numerous
multicultural elements such as  cooperation, coexistence, acceptance of differences,
nondiscrimination, mutual communication, empathy, fairness, consideration, sharing, tolerance,
solidarity, justice, criticistm, resistance, autonomy, cure, saving, comfort and etc. Jeju myths
still defeats its being ancient and continues to produce new relationships and arguments
coping with new social changes.
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