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Summary

A Study of the Passive Construction in Japanese;

— A Comparative Analysis with Korean —

Kim Sing-han

A syntactic and semantic analysis of the passive construction in Japanese has been made in
contrast with Korean in order to observe the following:

1. In Japanese, the auxiliary (ra) reru is inserted after the main verb to form passive sentences
whereas. in Korean, passive sentences are derived (1) by inserting passive particles of —i, —hi,
—11, or — ki after the main verb, (2) by replacing ka of the verb hata appearing in active senten
ces with — toe, or (3) by employing the verb (—a/—&) chita as the independent passive marker.

2. In Japanese. the underlying aspecis of the passive forms are to be subdivided into the
following. depending upon their functions: (1) syntax, (2) syntax and semantics, (3)semantics.

and (4) eclecticism of syntax and semantics.
3. The construction of Japanese direct passive forms can be represented in the same manner as

those of Korean, and such adversative passive forms as (Bwa)~ Ani~intransitive verb+ reru and
(Bwa) ~ Ani~Cwo~transitive verb+ reru appearing in Japanese indirect passive forms exist ex-
Clusively in Japanese, while indirect passive forms derived from the transitive verb occur in both
languages.

4. In terms of semantics, Japanese direct passive forms have the same properties of meaning as
those of Korean, whereas it is more natural that the semantic properties of Japanese indirect
passive forms are to be expressed in active forms for Korean.

5. The semantic properties of Japanese causative passive forms cannot be represented in
Korean : instead, it is more natural for them to be represented in active forms for Korean.
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