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Summary
The Han Literature’s Position in the History of the Korean Literature
Shim Yeo-taek

Cultures interact with one another. In all ages and countries. This principle has no excep-
tion. Letters, which are part of the culture, interact with one another naturally, and literature
does also because it is based on letters.

From ancient times, it cannot be denied that the continent of China is the root of oriental
culture. As the leaders of Chinese history changed many times, many tribes ruled the region by
turns. Among them, the Han tribe ruled it longer than the others did. By the aftermath, we, who
believed that the tribe of great influence in China is the Han, interchanged peacefully with it. It
is significant that we took the Han literature and tried to make it ours. This is how so-called
Han literature of Korea was born. Therefore, the Han literature of Korea is different from that
of China in its content and form. The research of Korean literature, which has been progressing
actively these days, has some problems. There are three assertions; the first is that the
literature written in Han letters in Korea should be rejected in order to establish a real Korean
literature, the second is a compromise proposal: the Han literature in Korea can be included in a
broad field according to the concept of the Korean literature. The third proposal is that the Han
literature in Korea is our literature naturally. This research follows the third assertion. If we ex-
cluded the Han letters which compose our culture from our literature, what is left to us? There
were several proposals that the Han letters should be abolished. On account of these, the Han
literature written in Han letters could not help but diminish. If it is intended that they shall deny
history before Hun Min Jong Um, at which time there were no letters, the Han letters can be
abolished naturally. But the history should be considered in its entirety, so it is absolutely
wrong that the history before Hun Min Jong Um should be denied. In addition, it is impossible
to deny Han literature, because our history of that time was written in Chinese letters. Especial-
ly, the Han literature was represented with our emotions and changed into the Han literature of
Korea itself. Anyway, it is natural that we should approve the existence of the Han literature
nowadays, and there is a growing tendency to support this claim regardless of the assertion of
the Han letters abolition. In conclusion, when we integrate and analyze some aspects toward
the Han literature, we can find that Han letters written from ancient times became part of our
life. Han letters which were used in Korean letters’ absence at that time, became original letters
and bore the Han literature of Korea which could be represented with our ideas and emotions.
Therefore, we can say that the Han literature is not different from ours, but is included in the
Krean literature itself. '
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