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ed.. Child Behavior and Development. New York, McGraw—Hill. 1948, pp. 485~508.
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Summary

A Comparative Study on Education for Individual Develop-
ment between Korea and Japan

—Centering on classroom—

Ko Mvoung-kvou

The objective of this study is to investigate the attitude, method and system of education in
Korea and Japan. and to make comparisons. Its purpose is also to explore new deucational plans
for the betterment and reformation of Korean schooling.

Comparing the education system of Korea with that of Japan. I classified common features and
points of difference. The results are as follows:

1) Common features.

(1) Single (non-multiple) classes which consist of same-graded students.

i2) The two countries favor heterogeneous class grouping but act against homogeneous class
grouping.

i3y Extracurricular activities are organized in curriculum in order to make students well-
rounded.

(1) Counsellors and homeroom teachers share the role of guiding individuals.

i5) The teacher becomes a model of all that a good student should be. The teacher’s attitude
has an important effect on the development of students’ social attitude and behaviour.

(6] The teacher encourages students to develop their potential abilities by guiding his stu-
dents.

(7) The teacher gives each student an opportunity to take a formal role which 1s necessary to
conduct an orderly class.

(8) Using various leadership techniques and having a friendly relationship with students. the
teacher selects proper teaching methods which can make students well-rounded.

2) Points of Difference

(1) A Korean class consists of sixty students. but a Japanese class consists of only forty
students.

(2) Japan uses the departmental system in primary school but Korea uses it from secondary
school.

(3) japan widely uses Buzz-learning and team-teaching methods.

(4) Korea organizes the curriculum into two parts: school curriculum and extracurricular
activities. But Japan organizes the curriculum into three parts: school curriculum, moral educa-
tion and extracurricular activities.

(5) Japan has two kinds of classrooms: one for schooling. another for extracurricular activi-
ties.
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(6) Korean moral education lays special emphasis on anti-communist education.
(7) Japan offers students special lessons for moral education during extracurricular activities.
(8) Japan especially emphasizes counselling and guidance against juvenile deliquency.

As the result of comparing today's education of Korea with that of Japan. some ideas to solve
the educational problems of Korea are as follows;

1) Classes should be organized with consideration of student’s ability and preference.

2) We need additional financial support in order to build more schools and classrooms to
alleviate overcrowding.

3) Beginning from primary school. we should use the departmental system as we do in secon-
dary school.

4) In order to strengthen student's learning motivation and to increase teacher’s professional
activities, we need to reform the course of study.

5) In order to practice flexible learning activities, and a well-rounded education, we need to
construct many kinds of special classrooms and laboratories.

6} In order to make a well-rounded person, we need to have more special lectures for moral
education and various kinds of extracurricular activities and the rooms for conducting such
classes.

7) The school counselling-room needs financial and administrative support in order to fulfil its
proper function. Due to the increase of juvenile deliquency, we need a new educational policy to
make all teachers counsellors.

8) In Korea, we need to give a proper example to the student in order to improve his be-
haviour. '

9) Recognizing each student as a competent individual, we should guide him according to his
abilities.

10) The homercom teacher should encourage his students to develop a good personality by
offering each student equal opportunities to participate in the class.

11) The teacher’s flexible leadership and insight should help the student become a well-
rounded person.

Consequently, We can observe the necessity for improvement in various spheres. The Korean
education system needs changing. Therefore, in order to reform and innovate the educational
system|{we need the cooperation of present teachers, as well as the financial and administrative
support by the government.
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