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— Summary —

A Survey on the Existing Constitution and
the Local Autonomy System for Its Early Enforcement

Kowang-taik Kim

The existing Constitution of Republic of Korea adopts the local autonomy system as a constitutional
one. Nevertheless, the autonomy system is not put in force as yet.

The main obstructive factor to its enforcement has been thought to lie in the difficulties in putting
the local finances on the firm basis; however, such a financial obstacle is removed nowadays; in addition,
any other social, economic problems, which in the past are regarded as the main obstacles to its enforce-
ment, are thought to be solved. Therefore, we can no more find out any other good and sufficient reason
for the reservation of its enforcement.

Now, in order to attain the goals of the national government, that is, ‘“the establishment of democratic
politics,” “‘the realization of welfare administration,” and “the strengthening of national secruity,” there
is no other way but to put in force, as soon as possible, the local autonomy system, which is the roots of
democracy. Only when the local autonomy system is put in force, I am sure, the reliable government from
the people will be set up, the constitutional politics of the government will be followed by the people,
and national harmony can be established.
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