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— Summary —

Humorous Characters Expressed on “Sa Seol Sijo™’

Yeo-taik Shim

At the bottom of Korean literature made up by low<lass people, there always are laughters.

The word laughter in this sense includes not only those from joy but also those from the feeling of
reluctantness.

In view of Korean literarary tradition, such low-class peoples laughters must always have included
banter and satire besides humor. Although laughter is a dirk thrown t- the tuling class, for the people
who always have lived under suppresion, poverty ad exploitation, it alsc could be a humor since nobody
could live with acuteness alone. Laughter is a motive power for low-class people which have maintained
their life force. This is reflected in “Sa Seol Sijo’’ as well. In the discription of sexual play, metaphor in
the form of animals for himself, and in the criticism of absurdity and contradiction made by ruling class,
everything is expressed on the basis of laughter. These laughters all include both humor and satire literature
in the light of the peculiarity of Korean historical reality.
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