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— Summary —
A Study on Ju Yo-sub’s Short Stories
Kim, Young Hwa

Ju Yo-sub (1902-1972) is a novelist who wrote 4 novels and more than 40 short stories from
his literary debut to his death. When we read his short stories, we know that his short stories

underwent a change of 4 phases. 4 phases are as follows:

(1) The first phase (1921-1931): His short stories in this period express the problem of
the destitute people in the colonial period. Main works of this period are “Cold Night” (1921),
“A Rikishapuller” (1925), “Homicide” (1925), and “Food of a Dog” (1927).

(2) The second phase (1935-1943): His works of this period treat the problems of love—
especially disappointed love in 1930’s. Main works are “The Quest of the Detached Room” (1935),
“The Madam of Anemone Tea-room” (1936), and “An Ugly Women” (1936).

(3) The third phase (1946-1958): The peculiarity of his works in this period is his keen
sense of history and critical mind of the society and social reality. Main works are “A Professor
and a Profiteer” (1948), “25 Years” (1960), and “One Year after Liberation from Japan” (1959).

(4) The fourth phase (1960-1970): His works of this period express the mind of mortals
and how to live. His works of this period are “Three Kinds of Death” (1965), “The Handful
of Soil” (1967), “A Woman Who Wants to Die” (1968), “I am a Ghost” (1969), and “A Note
Written by a Ghost Who Was Killed by an Accident” (1965).
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