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. An Introductory Study on “Yetmal,,

. | Shim Yeo-taek
*

In the circle of Koreran literature in Korea, “Seolhwa” or “Mindam” have been used
as the concept similar with myth and Iegend, when they deal with the folk-tale
literature, Seolhwa and Mindam have been used as the equivalent to the European
“folk-tale”, and.“Méirchen” respectively. But in my opinion, it will be more reason-
able that we use the new term “Yetmal” as the genre alike to myth and legend, and

use “Seolhwa” as the higher conception,
“Yetmal” includes folktale achieved through our people’s long life, but its category

is narrowér than that of Mérchen,

By the way “Yetnal-lyagi”(ancient story) should be used as the term including
above-mentiotioned three genres and written “Yadam”.

It can be said that “Yetmal” is a fiction that people made as a kind of avocation
together. It is an epic literature which has an appointed prologe, epilogue and
structure and in which common people express their emostion and view on morality,
in a plain style,

From the Korean literary point of view, “Yetmal” is the form of old epic literat—
ure, and it has had influence upon the making of Yi Dynasty novels and “Pansori”,

Therqfore we must collect, analyze and study “Yetmal” as an object of literature
in order tolryakc it clear that Yetmal has literary-historical value,
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