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Ko Jong-won - Oh Hyun~do:A Diagnosis of Farmg Management in the Rece-

ntly-reclaimed Mid-mountain Area of Cheiu-Do,

SUMMARY

This study has been conducted to investigate and diagnose the adaptability,
profitability and marketability of the agricultural crops grown in the reclaimed
land of the mid-mountain region of Cheju-Do, with the purpose of fumishing
both the government officials and the farmers with scientific data and information
for a more rational management of their farming.

1. Adaptability(Crop-growing Conditions)

The mid-mountain area has more rain fall and less fertile soil than the coastal
farm lands long under cultivation. Because of these unfavorable conditions, the
former cannot reach the latter in the production rate, The following table
shows the percentage of the yield, as compared with that of the coastal farm
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lands,
Uplard Rice : 82.0% Sweet Potato ! 76.0%
Rape-Seed : §3.6% Beer Barley 3 69.5%
White Potato : 82.0% Chinese Cabbage : 82.4%
2. Profitability '

The most profitable crop rotation was to plant “rape” first and then Chinese
cabbages. This kind of crop rotation was found to earn 7, 154% for 500 pyung of
the mid-mountain land a year, The rotation of rape and sweet potatoes ranked
second and earned area §,787% for the same acreage,

When the earning amount of each individual crop was examined, rape-seed

was the first among commercial crops, It earned a net profit of 4,343 for a
year, while the sweet potatoes, standing second, earned 2, 440%¢.

3. Marketability

In 1948, the total output of sweet potatoes amounted to 250,000 tons and
still, most of them were sold as raw materials for starch and for alcohol, But
in 1949, the Government rem ved the ban of importing “molasses”, a better material
for manufacturing alcohol. Moreover, the Government is pushing forward a plan
for the “ethyvlene, alcohol production in Korea, with the aim of starting it
in 1971.

These two factors becloud the prospect of the demand for sweet potatoes,
Unless new markets are exploited, any drive for production increase should be
withheld,

In 1948, Cheju-Do produced about 7,000 tons of rape-seed, nut of which
4,270 tons were sold through tne regular channel,i.e, through agricultural
cooperatives, for industrial processing and 2, 000 tons were consumed for home use,
But this means that several hundred tons of rape-seed could not be used or
consumed during the year and that the production exceeded the demand.

Therefore one urgent task will be to acquire and exploit new markets for both
rape-seed and sweet potatoes.
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